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Congress at Work Thousands of bills, or pro-
posed laws, are introduced in Congress every
- year. Because individual members of Congress



cannot possibly study all these bills carefully,
both houses use committees of selected members
to evaluate proposed legislation.

Standing committees are permanent com-
mittees in both the House and the Senate
that specialize in a particular topic, such as agri-
culture, commerce, or veterans’ affairs. These
committees usually are broken down into sub-
committees that focus on a particular aspect of
a problem or issue.

The House and the Senate sometimes form
temporary select committees to deal with issues
requiring special attention. These committees
meet only until they complete their task.
Occasionally the House and the Senate form
joint committees with members from both
houses. These committees meet to consider spe-
cific issues, such as the system of federal taxa-
tion. One type of joint committee, a conference
committee, has a special function. If the House
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and the Senate pass different VETSIONs of fh,
same bill, a con ference committee tries tg work
out a compromise bill acceptable to both

When it receives a bill, a committee can kjj)
by rejecting it outright, ”pig.EGI'IIhUIE” it by set.
ting it aside without reviewing it, or prepare j;
for consideration by the full House or Senag
While preparing bills, committees hold public
hearings at which citizens can present argy.
ments and documents supporting or Opposing
the bills.

Once a bill is approved by a committee in
either house of Congress, it is sent to the full
Senate or House for debate. After debate the bill
may be passed, rejected, or returned to commit-
tee for further :

When both houses pass a bill, the bill goes
to the president. If the president approves the
bill and signs it, it becomes law. If the presi-
dent vetoes the bill, it does not become law,
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