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HAT IS AN AMENDMENT?

- The Framers Knew they
could not predict the
future or write a perfect
document

-Therefore the
Constitution provides a
process for amendments
toit

- fin amendment is a
change or addition to the

Constitution’s written
wards




How 1S AN AMENDMENT
PROPOSED":

-Ain Amendment can
be proposed in 2
Ways:

- by Gongress by a
2/3 vote in hoth
houses.

- at a national
convention called
by GCongress when
requested by 2/3 of
the State




How Is AN
ATTFIED?

i, e, e e,

- Amendments to the Constitution
must be ratified or approved

-They can be ratified in 1 of 2

Ways:

- by 3/4 of the State legislatures
- by conventions in 3/4 of the

AMENDING THE U.S.
CONSTITUTION

™

Congress must I duly called by
adopt a proposed el

3/4 of state QB %lt:'fglnng 2
legislatures conventions

(S 3/4 of the states

must ratify the must ratify the
amendment 'L amendment

by Congress

On all but two occasions since 1917,
Congress has limited the length of time the
states have to ratify an amendment.

An amendment must be ratified by the
requisite number of states within the stated
period in order to become operative.

,/ 33 constitutional amendments have been
| adopted by both houses of Congress and
sent to the states for ratification since 1789.
Of those, only 27 have been ratified by the
requisite number of states and became valid)

'\ as part of the United States Constitution.




Step 1 Step 2
Amendment Is Proposed Amendment Is Ratified

Proposed by Congress by Ratified by the State ‘
a '3' vote in both houses legislatures of (38)
1 of the States
4.‘{4 : : 'l ‘l \

-
3 -
Proposed at a national convention
called byCongress when

requested by £ (34) of J
the State legislatures

Ratlﬁed by conventions held

in 3 (38) of the States ‘




- Process through which changes
have been made to the
Constitution over time without

changing the written words of the."

- Examples of this include:
- Congressional Legislation (Laws)
- Presidential (Executive) Action
- Supreme Court Decisions
- Political Party Practices
- Custom




-There have heen 27
Amendments to the
Constitution

-The 15110 are known a
the Bill of Rights and
were ratified in 1791

-The last was in 1992
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-3ome of the more well
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Banned
slavery in the
US forever

1869
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Establishes
citizenship &
equal protection |

under the law

1868




@

€

Guaranteed
former slaves
and all male

citizens the |

right to vote ¥

“THE FIRST VOTE."—Draws BY A. R Wavo.—[Ser sexr Pace.]




LIPS THAT
ToucH LIQUOR
SHALL NOT

TOUCH OURS
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kave women the

it 1o vote
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FAREWELL

18"
AMENDMENT




22'"' set term limits for
the president

R, 25" - deals with presidential
‘g succession & disability

& 206! - lowered voting aue to

)M _ deals with salaries of
congress members




