’ § ment VI
G ' [Amendment I _ A mendme : .
Bill of Rights Thefirst 10 | Congress shall make no law respecting an establishmen; 1 nall criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the

amendments are known as the Bill of religion, o prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or httod speedy afld P“blic. trial, by. an impartial jury of
of Rights (1791).TheseamendmeTr;|ts abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the ght i state and district w}}ereln the crime shall have been
limit the powers of government. The h le peaceably to assemble, and to petition the the itted, which district shall have been previously

First Amendment protecs the vl of the P::fnt t%r a redress of grievances. : comm;me d by law, and to be informed of the nature and
liberties of individuals in f:h:d l::tsed | Governt ‘ 3 ”i’: of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses
States. The amem:‘meﬂ:E reThey inst him; to have compulsory process for obtaining
Sl ; Amendment I j Witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel

are limited by the rights of other

individuals. What freedoms does the A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of , for his defence.
First Amendment protect? free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shq|]
not be infringed. . 4
5 b Amendment VII

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy
shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall
be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise
reexamined in any Court of the United States, than according
to the rules of common law.

- Amendment III

; No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house,
- without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a
% manner to be prescribed by law.

Rights of the Accused This
amendment contains important
protections for people accused of
crimes. One of the protections is that
government may not deprive any
person of life, liberty, or property
without due process of law. This means
that the government must follow
Pproper constitutional procedures in
trials and in other actions it takes
against individuals. According to

' [Amendment IV
‘The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 5
seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue,

but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation,
and particularly describing the place, to be searched, and the
persons or things to be seized. .

Amendment VIII
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX

‘The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall
not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the
people.

Amendment V

Amendment V, what s the function of No person shall be held to answer for a ca
agrand jury?  otherwise infamous crime, unless on a pr % Amendment X

indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases ari
land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when
In time of War or public danger; nor shall
& ect for the same offence to be twice p

The powers not delegated to the United States by the
stitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to
States respectively, or to the people.

Vocabula

Quarter: to provide living
accommodations

warrant: document that gives police
Particular rights or powers

Pprobable cause: 3 reasonable basis to
bdlevupevsonlsllnkedtoaalme

common law; law established by
Previous court decisions

bail: money that an accused person
Provides to the court as o Guara
htwsl'oewllhepmemfvratvllllmmhat 1
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Rights to a Speedy, FairTrial A
basic protection i the right toa
Speedy, public trial, The jury must hear
Witnesses and evidence on both sides.
before deciding the guilt or innocence
of a person charged with a crime,
This amendment also provides that
legal counsel must be provided to a
defendant. In 1963, the Supreme Court
tuled, in Gideon v. Wainwright, that if
adefendant cannot afford a lawyer,
the government must provide one to
defend him or her. Why is the right to
a “speedy” trial important?

t

Powers of the People This
amendment prevents government
from claiming that the only rights
people have are those listed in the Bill
of Rights.

Powers of the States The final
amendment of the Bill of Rights
protects the states and the peaple from
an all-powerful federal government. It
.| establishes that powers not given to

b 7 the national government—or denied

to the states—by the Constitution
belong to the states or to the peaple.

LJfSults Against States The Eleventh
Amendment (1795) limits the
jurisdiction of the federal courts.

The Supreme Court had ruled that
afederal court could try a lawsuit
brought by citizens of South Carolina
against a citizen of Georgia. This case,
Chisholm v. Georgia, decided in 1793,
raised a storm of protest, leading to
passage of the Fleventh Amendment.
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Eiution of Presidentand Vice
President The Twelfth Amendment
(1804) corrects problem that had
arisen inthe method of electing

the president and vice president.

This amendment provides for the
Electoral College touse separate
ballots in voting for president ar}d vice
president. [fno candidate receivesa
majority of the electoral votes, who
elects the president?

I Amendment XII . :
[~ The electors shall meet in tl}eu' resp.ectwe states and voe
by ballot for president and V{cc-PreSldent, one of whom,
at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with
themselves; they shall name in t_he.u' ballots the person
voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person
voted for as Vice-President, and thezy shall make distinct
lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons
yoted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for

each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit

Vocabulas
majority: more than half
devolve: to passon

234 The Constitution

sealed to the seat of the government of the United States,
directed to the President of the Senate;—The President of
the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of
Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall
then be counted;—The person having the greatest number of
votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be
a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if
no person have such majority, then from the persons having
the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of
those voted for as President, the House of Representatives
shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But
in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by
states, the representation from each state having one vote;
a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or
members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of
all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House
of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever
the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the
fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President
shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other
constitutional disability of the President. The person having
the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the
Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole
number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a
majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the
Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the
purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number
:f Senators, and a majority of the whole
e necessary to a choice. But no person cos
ineligible to the office of Presidexfxg:hdu e
| Vice-President of the United States.

h mendme“t X111

1
s.r.t'lo“ Javery Dot involuntary servitude, except as a
Next::l'e:t for crime whereof the party shall have been
punis victed, shall exist within the United States, or any

d;:lzec:‘?bjecg {0 their jurisdiction.
jt

section 2
Congress sha}l 3
appropriate legislation.

have power to enforce this article by

Amendment X1V

section 1 S i

All persons born or naturalized in the. anted States, afld
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United
states and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall
make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges
or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any
State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law; nor deny to any person within its
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Section 2
Representatives shall be apportioned among the several
States according to their respective numbers, counting the
whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians
not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the
choice of electors for President and Vice President of the
United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and
Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature
thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State,
being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United
States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in
rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein
shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such
male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens
twenty-one years of age in such State.

Section 3

CNO Person shall be a Senator or Representative in
Ongress, or elector of Presid Vice President, oT
: old any office, civil or milit
‘-. der any State, who, having
e mbel‘ of Congress, or as an officer of
*Samember of any Sf 0

r -

| Abolition of Slavery Amendments
Thirteen (1865), Fourteen (1868),
and Fifteen (1870) often are called
the Civil War amendments because
they grew out of that great conflict.
The Thirteenth Amendment outlaws
slavery,

Rights of Citizens The Fourteenth
Amendment (1868) originally was
intended to protect the legal rights

of the freed slaves. Today it protects

the rights of citizenship in general

by prohibiting a state from depriving
any person of life, liberty, or property
without “due process of law” In
addition, it states that all citizens have
the right to equal protection of the law
inall states.

-
&

Representation in Congress This
section reduced the number of
members a state had in the House of
Representatives if it denied its citizens
the right to vote. Later civil rights laws
and the Twenty-fourth Amendment
guaranteed the vote to African
Americans.

Vocabulay ————
abridge: toreduce
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of the United States: shall have _engagf:d in insurrection o
rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the
enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds
of each House, remove such disability.

Public Debt The public debt acquired
by the federal government during the
Civil War was valid and could not be
questioned by the South. However,

the debs of the Confederacy were
declared to be llegal- Could former
slaveholders collect payment forthe
loss of their slaves?

Section 4

The validity of the public debt of the United States,
authorized by 1aw, including debts incurred for payment of
pensions and bounties for service in suppressing insurrectio
or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the Unite d"
States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or
obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against
the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation
of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall

be held illegal and void.
{
! Section 5
‘; The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate
i legislation, the provisions of this article.
Right toVote The Fifteenth 1
Amendment (1870) prohibits the !
government from denyingaperson’s g Amendment XV
right to vote on the basis of race. i Section 1
Despite the law, many states denied { i iti i
G letv i RN { The nght. of citizens of the United States to vote shall
WM s"::h”m:n'sas Setinsrch ;ot be denied or abridged by the United States or by any
s i iSRG the tate m‘ui account of race, color, or previous condition of
1950s and 1960s, Congress passed AL
successively stronger laws to end racial 3
discrimination in voting rights. i cAction
The Congmss shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.
A'g:endmcnt XVI

Congress shall have power to |
from wh :ay_

Election of Senators The
Seventeenth Amendment (1913)
states that the people, instead of
state legislatures, elect United States

senators. How many yearsareina
Senate term?

the executive authority of such State shall

S ion to fill such vacancies: Provided, That

kwlamm of any State may empower the executive
ske temporary appointments until the people

of to I i i
e:;e vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.

3

amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the

‘This f
ection or term © any,

part of the Constitution.

endment XVIII
gection 1
After one year from ratification of this article, the
‘ﬁmmfacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors
e within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation
ereof from the United States and all territory subject to
e jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby

!mhibited.

ion 2
 The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent
 to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

ion 3

is article shall be inoperative unless it shall have
een ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by
egislatures of the several States, as pmvided in the
stitution, within seven years from the date of the
mission hereof to the States by the Congress-

ed or abridged by the United States or by any State &%
it of sex. ‘

2 Wi
: h!wégﬂﬂalasisfaﬁ"“ to
“ﬁdk‘ 1 g

n2
_ancies happen in the representation of any State

Senator chosen before it becomes valid

e ight of citizens of the United States o vote hall notbe

Prohibition The Eighteenth
Amendment (1919) prohibited the
production, sale, or transportation

of alcoholic beverages in the United
States. Prohibition proved to be
difficult to enforce. This amendment
was later repealed by the Twenty-first
Amendment.

Woman Suffrage The Nineteenth
Amendment (1920) guaranteed
women the right to vote. By then
wornen had already won the rightto
vote in many state elections, but the
amendment put their right to vote in
all stateand national elections ona
constitutional basis.

e——
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]
"I.:me-Du:k" Amendments The
Twentieth Amendment (1933) se_ts
new dates for Congress © begin its
term and for the inauguration ofthe -
president and vice president. Under't €
original Constitution, elected officia sd
who retired or who had been defeate
remained in office for several months.
For the outgoing president, this period
ran from November until March. Such

outgoing officials had little influence
and accomplished ittle, and they were

soinactive. What datewas fixedas

called lame ducks because they were
Inauguration Day? J

Succession This section provides
that if the president-elect dies before
taking office, the vice president-eleﬁ
becomes president.

Vocabula;

President elect: individual who s
eleqad President but has not yet begun
serving his or her term
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t XX

the President and Vice President shal] epq
oth day of January, and the terms of i
ives at noon on the 3d d
tors and Representatives al A
)S:::a‘r)y, of the years in Wthh'SllCh terms would have o
if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of e
successors shall then begin.

Amendmen

section 1
The terms of

at noon on the 2!

Section 2

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every
year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d
day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a

different day.

Section 3

If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the
President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice
President elect shall become President. If a President shall
not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning
of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to
qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President
until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may
by law provide for the case wherein neither a President
elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified,
declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in
which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person
shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President
shall have qualified.

Section 4
The Congress may by law provide for the case of the
death of any of the persons from whom the House of
Representatives may choose a President whenever the right
of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of
the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may
choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall
have devolved upon them. £

Section 5

Section 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15&!1 ‘
following the ratification of this article.

4

tion 6
i artic
e

sec e shall be inoperative unless it shall have
4 as an amendment to the Constitution by the
ee-fourths of the several States within

es of thr ; vere
;rs from the date of its submission.

peen
Jegislo™
seven ¥

Amendment XXI
ction 1 > r

e hreenth article of amendment to the Constitution of
the United States is hereby repealed.
gection 2
The transpor
or ossession.o
intoxicating liquors,
prohibited.

tation or importation into any State, Territory,
£ the United States for delivery or use therein of
in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby

section 3
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been

ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by conventions
in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within
seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the

states by the Congress.

Amendment XXTI

Section 1
No person shall be elected to the office of the President

more than twice, and no person who had held the office of

President, or acted as President, for more than two years of

aterm to which some other person was elected President
shall be elected to the office of the President more than

once. But this Article shall not apply to any person holding

the office of President when this Article was proposed by
the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may
be holding the office of President, or acting as President,
during the term within which this Article becomes

operative from holding the office of President or acting as

President during the remainder of such term.

Section 2

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall e
,llaegn ratified as an amendment to
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within

the Constitution by the

§
Ibmission to the States by

—————

Repeal of Prohibition The Tw:nt;-
ﬁ'm Amendment (1933) repeals the
Eighteenth Amendment. It is the only
amendment ever passed to overturn
an earlier amendment. It s also the
only amendment ratified by special
state conventions instead of state
legislatures.

‘_,‘--
\"‘_‘\

-

Term Limit The Twenty-second
dment (1951) limits p

to amaximum of two elected terms.

It was passed largely as a reaction to

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s election to four

terms between 1933 and 1945.
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Electors for the jstrict of Columbia
The Twenty-third Amendmer_w (1961)
allows citizens Iiving in Washmg'(onA
D.C,, to vote for president and vice
president, a right previously denied
residents of the nation's capital. The
District of Columbia now hasthree
presidential electors, the number to which
it would be entitled f it were state.

Amendment XXIII

[Section 1

n3 : :
s the President transmits to the President !
eneve
The District constituting the seat of Government of the

re of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

temp>™? - written declaration that he is unabl
o pro < his written unable to
United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congres; me::;ﬁ;’epowers and duties of his office, and until he
may direct: i

. 1 i

8¢ hem a written declaration to the contrary, such i

tﬂ“s':;(g duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as |
sident.

A number of electors of President and Vice President
equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatiyes
in Congress t0 which the District would be entitled if it

Abolition of Poll Tax The Twenty-
fourth Amendment (1964) prohibits
poll taxes in federal elections. Prior to
the passage of this amendment, some
states had used such taxes to keep
low-income African Americans from
voting. In 1966 the Supreme Court banned

Acting Pre ;
were a State, but in no event more than the least populous )
State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the

section 4

ot
. ice President and a majority of either the
States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of Whenever the Vice ! a
the election of President and Vice President, to be electors incipal officers of the executive depart_ments or of. such i
appointed by a States and they shall meet in the District and P iher body a5 Congress may by law provide, transmit to the )

perform such duties as provided by the twelfth article of president pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the

amendment. House of Representatives their written declaration that the
5 ' President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of f }
Section 2 his office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the i
4 ] : i |
is arti ¢ and duties of the office of Acting President. ‘
The C?ngress_ sha!l have power to enforce this article by PO.H.‘C cafter, when the President transmits to the President ]
appropriate legislation. er s

pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House

poll taxes in state elections as well. | §
‘Amendment XXIV

The Vice President The Twenty-fifth
Amendment (1967) established a
process for the vice president to take
over leadership of the nation when
a president is disabled. It also set
procedures for filling a vacancy in the
office of vice president.
This amendment was used in
1973, when Vice President Spiro
Agnew resigned from office after
being charged with accepting bribes.
President Richard Nixon then appointed
Gerald R. Ford as vice presidentin
accordance with the provisions of the
Twenty-fifth Amendment. A year later,
President Nixon resigned during the
Watergate scandal and Ford became
president. President Ford then had to fill
the vice presidency, which he had left
vacant upon assuming the presidency.
He named Nelson A. Rockefeller as vice
president. Thus individuals who had not
been elected held both the presidency
and the vice presidency. Whom does
the president inform if he or she cannot
carry out the duties of the office?

exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office

unless the Vice President and a majority of either the

principal officers of the executive department or of §uch i
other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit

within four days to the President pro tempore of the Senate

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their

written declaration that the President is unable to discharge

the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress

of Representatives his written declaration that no inability E
5

Section 1

The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any
primary or other election for President or Vice President,
for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or
Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay

any poll tax or other tax. shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight
hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress,
Section 2 within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twer.xty- {
appropriate legislation. one days after Congress is required to assemble, determines
by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office,
_ Amendment XXV T the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as
Section 1 Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the

wer and duties of his office.

In case of the removal of the President from office or his death

& Voting Age The Twenty-sixth
or resignation, the Vice President shall become President.

Amendment (1971) lowered the
yoting age in both federal and state
elections to 18.

Section 2

Amendment XXV1 il

ection 1

Wheneverthere s vacaney inthe oficeof e Viee

President, the President shall nominate a Vice President wh The right of citizens of the United States, who are ighiech
- shall take the office u :

pon confirmation by a n;mjo i ars of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged

m—
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both Houses of Congress. the United States or by any State on & e
{ age. : ;
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Congressional Pay Raises The
Twenty-seventh Amendment (1992)
makes congressional pay raises
effective during the term following
their passage. James Madison
offered the amendment in 1789,
but it was never adopted. In 1982
Gregory Watson, then a student at
the University of Texas, discovered the
forgotten amendment while doing
research for a school paper. Watson
made the amendment’s passage

his crusade.

V¥ Joint meeting of Congress

Section 2 ‘
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by

appropriate legislation.

_» Amendment XXVII

No law, varying the compensation for the services of
Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an
election of representatives shall have intervened.




