To Secure the Blessings of Liberty The American
colonists fought the Revolutionary War to gain
their liberty. The Framers believed that preserv-
ing liberty should also be a major goal of the
Constitution. The Constitution guarantees that
no American’s basic rights will be taken away
now or for posterity (generations not yet born).

¥/ Reading Check Analyzing What is the purpose of
the Preamble?

Major Principles

The principles outlined in the Constitution
were the Framers’ solution to the problems of a
representative government. The Constitution
rests on seven major principles: (1) popular sov-
ereignty, (2) republicanism, (3) limited govern-

“Major Principles of the Constituti
Popular Sovereignty

. People are the source of the
' government's power.

People eiect eir pnl;ﬂcal
representat ves..

The Constltutlon hmlfs the
actions of government by
~ specifically listing powers it does
- and does not have.

- Republicanism

Limited Government

Federalism

Separation of Powers

: Checks and Balances

Basic liberties and righ
citizens are guarant
of Rights

Individual Rights

The Principles outlined in the Constitution were the
Framers’ solution to the complex problems presented by
a representative government.

Analyzing Information What is the relationship between
checks and balances and separation of powers?
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ment, (4) federalism, (5) separation of powers, (6)
checks and balances, and (7) individual rights.

Popular Sovereignty The Declaration of Inde-
pendence states that governments derive their
powers from “the consent of the governed.” The
opening words of the Constitution, “We the
people reinforce this idea of wov

gniy—or “authority of the people 3

oular sover

1ism, voters

hold sovereign power. The people elect repre-

sentatives and give them the responsibility to -
make laws and conduct government. For most
Americans today, the terms republic and repre-
sentative democracy mean the same thing: a sys- :
tem of limited government where the people are
the ultimate source of governmental power.

Republicanism Under republic

Limited Government The Framers saw both ben-
efits and risks in creating a powerful national
government. They agreed that the
nation needed strong central
authority but feared misuse of
power. They wanted to pre-
vent the government from
using its power to give one

Voting is a basic political right of

all citizens.




group special advantages or to deprive another
group of its rights. By creating a limited govern-
ment, they made certain the.government would
have only those powers granted by the people.
Article I of the Constitution states the powers
that the government has and the powers that it
does not have. Other limits on government
appear in the Bill of Rights, which guarantees
certain rights and liberties to the people.
- Limited government can be described as the
“rule of law.” No people or groups are above the
law. Government officials must obey the law.

Federalism When the states banded together
under the Constitution, they gave up some
independence. States could no longer print their
own money or tax items imported from other
_$tates. Nevertheless, each state governed itself
i;rmch as it had in the past.

 This system, in which the power to govern is
Shared between the national government and the
‘states, is called the federal system, or federalism.
Our federal system allows the people of each
ate to deal with their needs in their own way. At
le same time, it lets the states act together to
eal with matters that affect all Americans.
_The Constitution defines three types of gov-
ment powers. Emumnerated powers belong
y to the federal government. These include
power to coin money, regulate interstate and
ign trade, maintain the armed forces, and
ite federal courts (Article I, Section 8).
The second kind of powers are those retained
the states, known as reserved powers. They
ude such rights as the power to establish

[ state Governments

schools, pass marriage and divorce laws, and
regulate trade within a state. Although reserved
powers are not listed specifically in the Con-
stitution, the Tenth Amendment says that all
powers not specifically granted to the federal
government “are reserved to the States.”

The third set of powers defined by the
Constitution are concusrent powers—powers
shared by the state and federal governments.
Among these powers are the right to raise taxes,
borrow money, provide for public welfare, and
administer criminal justice.

When conflicts arise between state law and
federal law, the Constitution declares that the
Constitution is “the supreme Law of the Land.”
Conflicts between state law and federal law
must be settled in a federal court.

Separation of Powers To prevent any single
group or institution in government from gain-
ing too much authority, the Framers divided the
federal government into three branches: legisla-
tive, executive, and judicial. Each branch has its
own functions and powers. The legislative
branch, Congress, makes the laws. The execu-
tive branch, headed by the president, carries out
the laws. The judicial branch, consisting of the
Supreme Court and other federal courts, inter-
prets and applies the laws.

Checks and Balances As an additional safe-
guard, the Framers established a system of
checks and balances in which each branch of
government can check, or limit, the power of the
other branches. This system helps maintain a
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A two-thirds vote of both
houses of Congress

A constitutional convention
called by Congress on petition of
two-thirds of the 50 states

S

balance in the power of the three branches. For
example, Congress can pass a law. Then the
president can reject the law by vetoing it.
However, Congress can override, or reverse, the
president’s veto if two-thirds of the members of
both houses vote again to approve the law.

Over the years, the Supreme Court has
acquired the power to determine the meaning
of the Constitution and to declare that a law
or a government policy goes against the
Constitution. In doing so, the Court provides a
check on the powers of Congress and the presi-
dent. Judicial decisions—those made by the
courts—can be overruled by amending the
Constitution. The president.and the Senate pro-
vide a check on the judicial branch through their
power to appoint and approve federal judges.
Congress can also change a law so that it no
longer conflicts with the Constitution, or it
can amend the Constitution. The Fourteenth
Amendment, passed by Congress in 1866, over-
turned the Supreme Court’s ruling in the Dred
Scott decision, which had ruled that enslaved
African Americans were not citizens.

Individual Rights The Bill of Rights became part
of the Constitution in 1791. These first 10
amendments protect basic liberties and rights
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Amending the Constitution allows it to be able to adapt
to changing times.

Analyzing Information What role do the states play in
the amendment process?

that you may take for granted—including free
dom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom o
assembly, freedom of religion, and the right to.
trial by jury. -

The 17 amendments that follow the Bill o
Rights expand the rights of Americans an
adjust certain provisions of the Constitution
Included among them are amendments tha
abolish slavery, define citizenship, guarantee th
right to vote to all citizens, authorize an incom
tax, and set a two-term limit on the presidency.

JEETRTHETTID Explaining What is popular
sovereignty?

A Living Constitution

Two years after the Constitutional
Convention, Benjamin Franklin wrote, “Out
Constitution is in actual operation; everythin
appears to promise that it will last; but in thi
world nothing is certain but death and taxes.”



