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Ancient Egypt and Kush

Section 5

MAIN IDEAS

1. The geography of early Nubia helped civilization develop there.
2. Kush and Egypt traded but they also fought.

3. Later Kush became a trading power with a unique culture.

4. Both internal and external conflicts lead to the decline of Kush.

Key Terms and People
Piankhi Kushite king who conquered all of Egypt

trade network a system of people in different lands who trade goods back and forth

merchants traders

exports items sent for sale in other countries or regions
imports goods brought in from other countries or regions

Queen Shanakhdakheto the first woman to rule Kush

King Ezana Aksumite king who destroyed Meroé€ and took over the kingdom of

Kush

Academic Vocabulary

authority power or influence

Section Summary

THE GEOGRAPHY OF EARLY NUBIA

The kingdom of Kush developed in Nubia, south of
Egypt. Just as in Egypt, yearly Nile floods provided
fertile soil and farming thrived. The area was also
rich in gold, copper, and stone. Kerma (KAR-muh),
the capital city on the Nile, was protected by a
cataract, or stretch of shallow rapids. As time
passed Kushite society became more complex.

KUSH AND EGYPT

Kush and Egypt were trading partners. The Kushites

sent slaves to Egypt. They also sent gold, copper,
ebony, and ivory. At times Kush and Egypt were at
war. Around 1500 BC, Thutmose I invaded Kush
and left the palace at Kerma in ruins. Kush became

What valuable resources
were important to Kush’s
prosperity?
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Section 5, continued

free from Egypt in about 1050 BC. By around 850
BC Kush was a power again. During the 700s,
under the king Kashta, the Kushites began to invade
Egypt. Kashta’s son, Piankhi (PYANG-kee),
conquered all of Egypt by the time he died in

716 BC. Piankhi’s brother, Shabaka (SHAB-uh-kuh),
became pharaoh of the twenty-fifth, or Kushite,
dynasty. Egyptian culture thrived. But by 670 BC,
Assyrians invaded Egypt. Their iron weapons were
better than the bronze weapons of Kush. Over time,
the Assyrians pushed the Kushites back to Nubia.

LATER KUSH

After Kush lost control of Egypt, it developed trade
to make itself rich again. Mero€ (MER-oh-wee)
became the center of a trade network. Africa’s first
iron industry developed here because iron ore and
wood for fuel were available. The Kushites sent
goods to Egypt. From there, Egyptian and Greek
merchants shipped goods to the Mediterranean and
beyond. Kush’s exports included gold, pottery, iron
tools, ivory, leopard skins, and slaves. Imports
included luxury items from Egypt, Asia, and the
Mediterranean.

The Kushites worshipped their own gods and
developed their own writing. Women were active in
society, and some rose to positions of authority.
Queen Shanakhdakheto (shah-nahk-dah-KEE-toh)
was the first of many women who ruled Kush.

THE DECLINE OF KUSH

By the AD 300s, another trading center, Aksum
(AHK-soom), located in what is now Eritrea, began
competing with Kush. Soon trade routes bypassed
Meroé, weakening Kush. The Aksum leader King
Ezana (AY-zah-nah) invaded, and Kush fell.

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY

Critical Thinking: Solving Problems Pretend you
are a Kushite leader in 850 BC. Write a short essay
explaining your plan to defeat Egypt.

For about how many years
was Kush under Egyptian
control?

What industry helped make
Kush a rich and successful
kingdom again?

What was the role of
women in Kushite society?

Circle the name and
kingdom of the ruler who
eventually defeated Kush.
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DIRECTIONS Look at each set of four vocabulary terms. On the line
provided, write the letter of the term that does not relate to the others.

1. a. Piankhi
. an Egyptian
. son of Kashta

. a Kushite

o o o e

. Piankhi

. trade network

Meroé

. a system of people in different lands who trade goods

oo o

. merchants
. traders
. Egyptian and Greek

o o o @

. King Ezana

. imports

. exports

. goods brought in

. fine jewelry and luxury items

o o o e

. imports

. exports

. items sent out

. gold and slaves

o o o e

. King Ezana

. first woman to rule Kush
. 170 BC to 150 BC

. Queen Shanakhdakheto

o o o @

7. a. King Ezana
b. Queen Shanakhdakheto
c. King of Aksum
d. destroyed Meroé

Original content © Houghton Miftlin Harcourt Publishing Company. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor.

42 Guided Reading Workbook




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 96
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 96
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 96
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF>
  >>
  /ExportLayers /ExportVisiblePrintableLayers
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides true
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [702.000 873.000]
>> setpagedevice


