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Chapter Preview
This chapter will examine the 
rise of Ancient Greece and the 
development of democracy, 
philosophy, and the arts during 
the Golden Age of Athens.

Section 1
The Rise of Greek 
Civilization

Section 2
Religion, Philosophy, and 
the Arts

Target
Reading Skill

Sequence  In this chapter, you 
will focus on using sequencing to 
help you understand how events 
are related to one another. 
Sequencing helps you see the 
order in which events happened 
and can help you understand 
and remember them.

� The ruins of the Temple 
of Poseidon in Greece

Bibliography

6
Guiding Questions
Remind students about the Guiding 
Questions introduced at the beginning of 
the book.

Section 1 relates to Guiding Question
How did physical geography affect the 
development and growth of societies 
around the world? (The location of Greece on 
mountainous islands and peninsulas led to the 
rise of independent Greek city-states that fos-
tered fishing and trading rather than farming.)

Section 2 relates to Guiding Question
What were the beliefs and values of people 
in these societies? (The Greeks valued free-
dom, independence, beauty, and knowledge. 
These values led to their advancement in the 
arts, in democracy, in freedom of thought, and 
in philosophy.)

Target Reading Skill
In this chapter, students will learn and apply 
the reading skill of identifying and using 
sequence. Use the following worksheets to 
help students practice this skill.

1

3

The following Teacher’s Edition strategies 
are suitable for students of varying abilities.
Advanced Readers, pp. 171, 185, 194
English Language Learners, pp. 171, 184
Gifted and Talented Students, pp. 172, 187
Less Proficient Readers, pp. 187, 194
Special Needs Students, pp. 170, 179, 183

For the Teacher
Moorehead, Caroline. Lost and Found: 

The 9,000 Treasures of Troy: Heinrich 
Schliemann and the Gold that Got Away.
Viking, 1996.

Mee, Christopher, and Anthony Span-
forth. Greece: An Oxford Archaeological 
Guide. Oxford University Press, 2001.

For the Student
L1 Middleton, Haydn. Ancient Greek Jobs.

Heinemann Library, 2002.
L2 Sutcliff, Rosemary. The Wanderings 

of Odysseus: The Story of the Odyssey.
Delacorte, 1996.

L3 Fleischman, Paul. Dateline: Troy.
Candlewick Press, 1996.
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Ancient Greece

Location  Notice the land of the ancient Greeks: the mainland and 
the islands in the Aegean and Mediterranean Seas. The ancient Greeks
also built colonies on the coast of Asia Minor, or modern-day Turkey.
Describe How would you describe the lands of the ancient Greeks?
Draw Conclusions Study the map to make some guesses about how 
the people of ancient Greece earned a living. What role did the sea 
probably have in their lives? Why do you think some Greeks left
ancient Greece to build cities elsewhere?

Use Web Code 
mup-0601 for step-by-step 
map skills practice.

Chapter Resources

Teach this chapter’s content using the 
PresentationExpress™ CD-ROM 
including:  
■ slide shows 
■ transparencies
■ interactive maps and media
■ ExamView® QuickTake Presenter

 

■

 

Point out the shape of Greece and how 
it is made up of islands and peninsulas. 
Encourage students to trace its outline.

 

■

 

Ask students to look at a map to see 
on which continent Greece is located. 

 

(Europe)

 

 Ask if Greece is close to or far from 
most of the European countries that they 
know, such as France and Germany. 

 

(It’s 
quite far.)

 

 Ask for the names of the seas close 
to Greece 

 

(the Aegean and the Mediterranean 
Seas

 

) Ask students to speculate on how 
Greece’s location might affect the country 
and its people. 

 

(Greece is quite isolated, which 
perhaps makes it more independent; most 
Greek occupations had to do with the sea.)

 

Students may practice 
their map skills using the interactive 
online version of this map.

 

Using the Visual

 

Reach Into Your Background

 

Ask students 
to study the photograph on pages 166 and 167 
and to read the caption on page 167. Ask them 
to note details about the image, then share 
their ideas with the class. Ask 

 

Why do you 
think the ancient Greeks built a temple for 
Poseidon?

 

 Point out that the ancient Greeks 
worshipped gods and goddesses and that 
Poseidon was the god of the sea. Ask students 
if they can relate this image to their own lives. 

 

Answers

 

 

 

Describe

 

The Greek lands 
consisted of islands or peninsulas and were 
very mountainous.  

 

Draw Conclusions

 

Possible answer: The sea figured largely in 
their lives for fishing, trade, and travel. Per-
haps the Greeks left their land because it was 
too small.

L2

 

Teaching Resources
L2

 

 

 

Vocabulary Development, p. 28
L2

 

 

 

Skills for Life, p. 17
L2

 

 

 

Chapter Tests A and B, pp. 33–38

 

Spanish Support
L2

 

Spanish Chapter Summary, p. 60
L2

 

Spanish Vocabulary Development, 
p. 61

 

Media and Technology
L1

 

 

 

Student Edition on Audio CD
L1

 

 

 

Guided Reading Audio CD, English and 
Spanish L2

L2

 

 

 

Social Studies Skills Tutor CD-ROM
Exam

 

View

 

®

 

 

 

Test Bank CD-ROM
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Step-by-Step Instruction

SectionSection

1
The Rise of 
Greek Civilization

168 History of Our World

The Rise of Greek Civilization

Geography Origins Government
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

1
The Rise of 
Greek Civilization

Prepare to Read

Objectives
In this section you will
1. Understand how Greece’s geographic 

setting influenced the development of 
Greek civilization.

2. Examine early Greek history.
3. Examine the development of democracy 

in Greece.

Taking Notes
As you read, find the main ideas and details 
concerning the rise of Greek civilization. 
Copy the chart below, and use it to record 
your findings.

Target 
Reading Skill

Identify Sequence
Noting the order in which 
events take place can help 
you understand and 
remember them. You can 
track the order of events by 
making a sequence chart. In 
the first box, write the first 
event, or the development 
that sets the other events in 
motion. Then write each 
additional event in a box. 
Use arrows to show how 
one event leads to the next.

Key Terms
• peninsula (puh NIN suh luh)

n. an area of land nearly 
surrounded by water

• epic (EP ik) n. a long poem 
that tells a story

• acropolis (uh KRAH puh lis)
n. a high, rocky hill where 
early people built cities

• city-state (SIH tee stayt) n.
a city with its own tradi-
tions, government, and 
laws; both a city and a sep-
arate independent state

• aristocrat (uh RIS tuh krat)
n. a member of a rich and 
powerful family

• tyrant (TY runt) n. a ruler 
who takes power with the 
support of the middle and 
working classes

• democracy (dih MAHK ruh-
see) n. a form of 
government in which 
citizens govern themselves

First there was nothing. Then came Mother
Earth. The gods of Night and Day appeared
next, and then the starry Sky. Earth and Sky
created the Twelve Titans (TYT unz). These
great gods rebelled against their father Sky
and took away his power. The youngest of
the Titans, Cronos (KROH nus), ruled in his
father’s place. In time, Cronos had six chil-
dren. The youngest, mighty Zeus (zoos), top-
pled Cronos from his throne.

With such stories, the people of ancient
Greece described the struggles of their gods.
Like their gods, the people of Greece had to
struggle for power and independence. Their
struggles began with the land itself.

Following their defeat of the Titans, Zeus and his brothers 
and sisters battled the giants. The gods Apollo and 
Artemis, above left, confront a group of helmeted giants.

 

1

 

Objectives

 

Social Studies

 

1. 

 

Understand how Greece’s geographic 
setting influenced the development of 
Greek civilization.

 

2. 

 

Examine early Greek history.

 

3. 

 

Examine the development of democracy 
in Greece.

 

Reading/Language Arts

 

Identify the order, or sequence, in which 
events take place in order to understand and 
remember them.

Prepare to Read

 

Build Background 
Knowledge

 

Tell students that in this section they will 
learn how Greece’s geography affected its 
development as a civilization. Have them 
look at the photograph on page 169. Ask 

 

What does this photograph reveal about 
Greece’s geography?

 

 Use the Idea Wave 
participation strategy (TE, p. T39) to gener-
ate responses. 

 

(Possible answers: Greece is 
surrounded by water; therefore, the sea must 
be very important to its development. The land 
also looks very mountainous.)

 

Set a Purpose for Reading

 

■

 

Preview the Objectives.

 

■

 

Read each statement in the 

 

Reading 
Readiness Guide

 

 aloud. Ask students to 
mark the statements true or false.

 

 

 

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources, 

 

Reading Readiness 
Guide,

 

 p. 6

 

■

 

Have students discuss the statement in 
pairs or groups of four, and then mark 
their worksheets again. Use the Numbered 
Heads participation structure (TE, p. T40) 
to call on students to share each group’s 
perspectives.

 

Vocabulary Builder

 

Preview Key Terms

 

Pronounce each Key Term, and then ask the 
students to say the word with you. Provide a 
simple explanation, such as “An epic might 
tell the story of a famous battle or hero in 
poetry rather than in prose.”

L2

L2

L2

Target Reading Skill

 

Identify Sequence

 

Point out the Target 
Reading Skill. Tell students that they can 
keep track of what happens in a story or non-
fiction writing by paying attention to the 
sequence of events, or the order in which 
events happen.

Have students write the numbers 1–5 on 
a blank piece of paper and then list the 
sequence of events in A New Type of Ruler, 
p. 174: 

 

(Sequence of events: 1. Greeks traded in 

L2

 

foreign ports. 2. The city-states became richer. 
3. A middle class of merchants developed. 
4. Members of the  middle class were able to 
arm themselves with weapons and armor. 
5. Military strength shifted to the middle class.)

 

Give students 

 

Identify Sequence

 

. Have 
them complete the activity in groups.

 

 

 

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources, 

 

Identify Sequence,

 

 p. 13
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Greece’s Coastline
Several typical geographic features 
appear in this picture of the 
northwestern coast of Greece. 
These features include a rocky 
coastline and rugged mountains. 
Critical Thinking How did the 
geographic features shown affect 
the way ancient people lived in 
this area?

Greece’s Geographic Setting
The land of Greece looks as if the sea had smashed it to pieces.
Some pieces have drifted away to form small, rocky islands.
Others barely cling to the mainland. Greece is a country made
up of peninsulas. A peninsula is an area of land surrounded by
water on three sides. Look at the map titled Ancient Greece. As
you can see, no part of Greece is very far from the sea.

Mountains are the major landform of Greece. Greece’s
islands are mostly mountain peaks. Mountains wrinkle the
mainland, so there are only small patches of farmland. Only
about one fifth of Greece is good for growing crops. No wonder
the Greeks became traders and sailors. At times, they left
Greece to found colonies far away.

What was life like for people living in Greece 3,000 years ago?
In a way, the ancient Greeks were all islanders. Some lived on real
islands completely surrounded by water or on small peninsulas.
Others lived on what could be thought of as land islands. Instead
of water, mountains separated these small communities from one
another. The geography of Greece made it hard for people from
different communities to get together.

For this reason, it is no surprise that ancient Greek commu-
nities thought of themselves as separate countries. Each one
developed its own customs and beliefs. Each believed its own
land, traditions, and way of life were the best. And each was more
than ready to go to war to protect itself. In fact, for most of their
history, the Greeks were so busy fighting among themselves that
it is easy to forget that they shared a common heritage, spoke the
same language, and worshiped the same gods.

Reading CheckReading Check What do we mean when we say the ancient 
Greeks were all islanders?

Vocabulary Builder

Instruct

Greece’s Geographic 
Setting

Guided Instruction

 

■ Vocabulary Builder Clarify the high-use 
word heritage before reading.

 

■ Read Greece’s Geographic Setting with 
students, using the Oral Cloze technique 
(TE, p. T37).

 

■ Discuss how Greece’s geographical fea-
tures affected the development of the 
country. (Greece is made up of peninsulas 
that act as islands because they are separat-
ed by either water or mountains. This sepa-
ration led the early people to think that each 
island or peninsula was its own country.)

 

■ Ask students what effect Greece’s geogra-
phy had on the occupations the people en-
gaged in. (The closeness of the sea led many 
of the Greeks to become traders and sailors. 
The mountains meant that there was little 
land to farm.)

Independent Practice
Ask students to create the Taking Notes 
graphic organizer on a blank piece of paper. 
Have them fill in the blanks under “Geogra-
phy” with the information they have just 
learned. Briefly model how to identify which 
details to record.

Monitor Progress
As students fill in the graphic organizer, 
circulate and make sure individuals are 
choosing the correct details. Provide assis-
tance as needed.

Answers
Critical Thinking Students’ answers 
should mention that the sea was a means of 
transportation and a source for food. They 
might also mention that the mountains 
would ensure that people remained on the 
coast and probably inhibited land cultivation.

Reading CheckReading Check Possible answer: Some 
Greeks lived on actual islands. Others lived 
on land islands, or peninsulas, that were sur-
rounded by water on all sides but the one 
that connected it to the land. These peninsu-
las gave the people the same feeling of being 
surrounded by water as the islands did.

Use the information below to teach students this section’s high-use words.

High-Use Word Definition and Sample Sentence
heritage, p. 169 n. something transmitted by or acquired from a predecessor

The Greeks’ heritage includes a love of freedom and democracy.

impact, p. 170 n. a compelling effect
Greece’s geography has had a great impact on the way the society developed.

vibrant, p. 170 adj. lively
The marketplace was a vibrant scene.
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Greek Beginnings
Early Greek civilization arose on and off the Greek mainland.
Two ancient peoples, the Minoans (mih NOH unz) and the Myce-
naeans (my suh NEE unz), made an important impact on Greek
history.

Minoan Civilization From about 3000 to about 1100
B.C., Bronze Age people called the Minoans lived on the
island of Crete (kreet). Washed by the waters of the
Aegean (ee JEE un) and Mediterranean Seas, Crete was an

ideal place for the Minoans to develop a broad sea trade
network. Mainland Greece and other Greek islands, as well as

Egypt and Sicily, traded with the Minoans, who at one time
dominated the Aegean. Archaeological finds show that the
Minoans had developed a vibrant culture. Samples of Minoan
writing have been found on thousands of clay tablets. A grand
palace once stood in the ancient Crete city of Knossos (NAHS us).
Palace ruins hint at rooms once covered with fanciful wall paint-
ings. Various statues found within suggest that the Minoans wor-
shiped goddesses. In the middle of the 1400s B.C., Knossos was
destroyed, and Minoan civilization declined. People from main-
land Greece, the Mycenaeans, were the likely invaders.

170 History of Our World

Early Greek Cultures
The fresco from the 1500s B.C., shown
below, illustrates Minoan naval combat.
A Mycenaean princess appears in the
above photo. Conclude How do we
know that both the Minoans and the
Mycenaeans developed advanced 
cultures?

Greek Beginnings

Guided Instruction

 

■ Vocabulary Builder Clarify the high-use 
words impact and vibrant before reading.

 

■ Tell students to read Greek Beginnings. 
Ask them to look for the impact that 
the ancient Minoan and Mycenaean civili-
zations had on Greece. Ask students 
Compare and contrast the Minoan and 
Mycenaean civilizations. (Possible answer: 
The Minoans, located on the island of Crete 
in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea, 
become a trading center. The Mycenaeans 
also used their location to control the seas. 
However, the Minoans gained power 
through trade, while the Mycenaeans did 
so through conquest. The Minoan culture 
encouraged beautiful artwork and wor-
shipped goddesses. Both cultures made use 
of writing.)

 

■ Tell students that they will also learn about 
one of the most famous military tricks in 
history as they read the section The Trojan 
War. Ask them to pay close attention to 
how, centuries later, we know about this 
trick. Ask students Explain how the story 
of the Trojan War survived until our day. 
(It was a legend that was passed down by 
word of mouth from one generation 
to another. Probably many poets helped 
compose it; however, the Greek poet Homer 
is credited with being the one to actually 
write it down.)

Independent Practice
Have students continue to fill in the chart 
with details about Greek beginnings.

Monitor Progress
Allow students to continue filling in their 
charts. Circulate to make sure that students 
fill in the correct details.

For Special Needs Students
Help students review the information 
about the Minoan and Mycenaean civiliza-
tions by drawing a chart on the chalkboard. 
Write “Minoan civilization” and “Myce-
naean civilization” at the top of two col-
umns. Ask students a question, such as 
“When did the Minoans live?” Direct them 

L1 to find the answer in the text and then write 
the answer under the heading “Minoan civi-
lization” on the chalkboard. Proceed in this 
manner until all the important facts about 
these two civilizations are listed on the 
board. Alternatively, students may draw 
their own charts and fill in the information 
as the class answers the questions.Answers

Conclude Archaeological finds show it.
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The Mycenaeans  After the Mycenaeans came into power,
mainland and island cultures blended. However, the focus of
these cultures moved to the mainland, where the city of Mycenae
was located. At the height of their power, around 1400 B.C., the
Mycenaeans controlled the Aegean Sea and parts of the Mediter-
ranean. Like the Minoans, the Mycenaeans also used writing.
Studies of the Mycenaeans’ script show that they spoke an early
form of modern Greek.

The Minoans had gained much of their power through trade.
Although the Mycenaeans traded widely, they relied upon con-
quest to spread their power.

The Trojan War  Greek myth tells the story of the Trojan War,
a long struggle between Greece and the city of Troy on the west
coast of Asia Minor, in present-day Turkey. It’s possible that
Mycenaean warriors inspired this legend.

According to the myths, the Greeks conquered Troy by using
a trick—the Trojan Horse. Greek warriors hid inside a huge
wooden horse. The horse was rolled to the city gates. Thinking it
was a gift, the Trojans brought the horse into their city. During
the night the Greek soldiers climbed out of the horse and let the
rest of their army into Troy. The Greeks burned and looted Troy
and then returned home.

Two epics, or long story-telling poems, about the Trojan War
survive today. They are the Iliad (IL ee ud) and the Odyssey (AHD

ih see). These epics may have been composed by many people,
but they are credited to a poet called Homer. The poems were
important to the Greeks. They taught them what their gods were
like and how the noblest of their heroes behaved. Today, people
think these poems came from stories memorized by several poets
and passed down by word of mouth through many generations.
Homer may have been the last and greatest in this line of poets
who told about the Trojan War.

Most historians agree that the Trojan War did not happen
exactly as Homer described it. Some believe that Homer’s epics
were inspired by a long battle between the Greeks and Trojans,
but others argue that the epics were inspired by a series of minor
battles. Troy was destroyed by a large fire in the mid-1200s B.C.,
an act that some historians believe may have been committed by
invaders from Greece.

Reading CheckReading Check Contrast how Minoans and Mycenaeans spread 
their power.

Troy Discovered  Over the 
years, people came to believe 
that Troy and the Trojan War 
were fiction. An amateur 
archaeologist, Heinrich 
Schliemann (HYNrik SHLEE

mahn), disagreed. In the late 
1800s he used clues in the 
Iliad to pinpoint the location 
of Troy. When he and later 
archaeologists dug there, 
they found nine layers of 
ruins from ancient cities. One 
was possibly the Troy of the 
Iliad and the Odyssey.

Learn about two
classic Greek epics.

Video

Answers
Reading CheckReading Check Minoans gained their power 

through trade, while Mycenaeans gained it 
through conquest.

For English Language Learners
Organize students into groups. Each group 
should have some proficient English speak-
ers and some English learners. Have each 
group find a scene from either the Iliad
or the Odyssey to read and present to the 
class. Give students various options for 
presentation. You may wish to videotape 
students’ presentations.

L1 For Advanced Readers
Provide copies of the Odyssey for students. 
Have them read a section and write ques-
tions about what they read. Then form 
them into groups and have them ask the 
questions they wrote. Ask each group: 
What was the purpose of the various stories 
about Odysseus? What does the Odyssey
tell the Greeks?

L3

Show students Homer’s Odys-
sey. Ask What purpose did 
stories like the Iliad and the 

Odyssey serve in Ancient Greece? (They 
gave the Greeks an idea of what their gods 
were like and how their heroic mythical 
figures behaved.)

Read the Links to Science on this 
page. Ask students: What did Heinrich 
Schliemann want to prove? What did 
his explorations uncover? (Schliemann 
wanted to prove that Troy was an actual 
place. He found nine layers of ruins from 
ancient cities.)
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Pottery painting of a Greek cobbler

The Dark Ages of Greece
Not long after the end of the Trojan War, civilization in Greece
collapsed. No one knows exactly why. Life went on, but poverty
was everywhere. People no longer traded for food and other
goods beyond Greece. They had to depend on what they could
raise themselves. Some were forced to move to islands and to the
western part of Asia Minor. They were so concerned with sur-
vival that they forgot the art of writing.

These years, from the early 1100s B.C. to about 750 B.C., have
been called Greece’s Dark Ages. Without writing, people had to
depend on word of mouth to keep their traditions and history
alive. Old traditions were remembered only in the myths that
were told and retold.

Greece’s Dark Ages were not completely bleak. During this
time, families gradually began to resettle in places where they
could grow crops and raise animals. Some of these family farms
may have developed into villages. When they chose where to
build their farms, people favored places near rocky, protected
hills. Here they built structures to protect them from attack. The
name for such a fortified hill was acropolis, meaning “high city.”

After 800 B.C., people in Greece began writing again. It was
during this period that Homer is believed to have composed his
epic about the Trojan War.

Reading CheckReading Check What happened during Greece’s Dark Ages?

Beginnings of Ancient Greek Culture: 3000 B.C.–750 B.C.

3000 B.C. 2500 B.C. 2000 B.C. 1500 B.C. 1000 B.C.

about 3000 B.C.

Minoan culture 
begins to flourish 
on the island of 

Crete.

500 B.C.

about 1600 B.C.

Mycenaean culture 
begins to flourish 

in Mycenae on 
mainland Greece.

Mid-1200s B.C.

Troy is destroyed 
by fire.

about 1450 B.C.

Fire destroys many 
towns and palaces 

on Crete.

 about 1200 B.C.

Mycenaean
civilization

collapses, possibly 
because of 
invasion.

 1100s–750 B.C.

Dark Ages
in Greece.

Timeline Skills
Two ancient peoples, the 
Minoans and the Mycenaens, 
made an important impact on 
Greek history.
Identify Where and when 
did Minoan culture begin to 
flourish? Analyze How did 
the location of Mycenaean 
culture differ from the loca-
tion of the Minoan culture?

 

The Dark Ages of Greece

 

Guided Instruction

 

■

 

Read the second paragraph of The Dark 
Ages of Greece with students using the 
Choral Reading Technique (TE, p. T38). 
Point out that the legends and history of 
Greece were kept alive during the Dark 
Ages by chanting in a way similar to their 
reading out loud.

 

■

 

Discuss what life was like for the Greeks 
during their Dark Ages. 

 

(The people were 
poor and no longer traded outside their own 
country. They forgot how to write and kept 
traditions alive by word of mouth. Some 
people moved to more fertile areas to be 
able to grow crops.)

 

■

 

Ask students to tell how and where Greek 
villages developed. Have them explain 
why they were built in these places. 

 

(The 
villages developed from family farms. They 
were built near fortified hills, or acropolises, 
for safety.)

 

Independent Practice

 

Assign 

 

Guided Reading and Review.

 

 

 

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources, 

 

Guided Reading and 
Review,

 

 p. 7.

 

Monitor Progress

 

Circulate to see if students need any assis-
tance with the 

 

Guided Reading and Review

 

 
worksheet and provide help where needed.

 

Answers

 

Timeline Skills

 

Identify

 

About 3000 

 

B

 

.

 

C

 

. on the Island of Crete.

 

Analyze

 

Mycenaean culture was located on 
mainland Greece; Minoan culture was locat-
ed on an island.

Reading CheckReading Check

 

Students’ answers should 
mention that the people who remained in 
Greece during the Dark Ages became more 
isolated and poor and concentrated on sur-
vival. Writing was lost and traditions and 
history were passed down only by word of 
mouth. Many people relocated to be able to 
farm and eventually began to create villages 
from farms.

 

For Gifted and Talented Students

 

Some particularly artistic students may 
wish to re-create a model of an acropolis. 
Students may wish to discuss with the art 
teacher what materials to use for their 

L3

 

model. Remind them that the hills were 
fortified with soldiers and fort-like struc-
tures and that farms or small villages were 
clustered at the bottom.
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EYEWITNESS TECHNOLOGY

ANALYZING IMAGES
How was the outside
of the temple
decorated?

Temple of Artemis
The Temple of Artemis at Ephesus was the largest 
of all ancient Greek buildings. The temple was 
considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient
world. In 1869 British archaeologist John Turtle
Wood uncovered the remains of the temple. His 
discovery marked the first time an ancient Greek site
had been excavated, or uncovered. Ancient Greeks
worshipped Artemis as the goddess of wild 
animals and the hunt.

Ruins of the Temple
Fragments of marble are all that remain
of the Temple of Artemis, located in 
present-day Turkey.

A giant statue of Artemis
stood in an inner chamber
of the temple.

A triangular area called a
pediment topped the two
end walls of Greek temples.
The Temple of Artemis had
a pediment decorated with
statues of female warriors
called Amazons.

The columns stood more than
60 feet (18 meters) high. They
numbered 127 in all.

A carving of the head of
Medusa, a legendary 
monster with snakes for
hair, decorated the front
of the temple.

Temple of Artemis

Guided Instruction
Have students study the diagram of the 
temple and read the callouts. Help students 
compare the photograph of the ruins with 
the diagram. Then put the size of the temple 
into a more easily understood context. For 
example, rooms in most modern homes have 
eight-foot ceilings, so each column in the 
temple was about as tall as 7 1/2 rooms 
stacked one on top of the other.

Independent Practice
Have students create a concept web with 
Exploring Technology written in the center. In 
each empty circle, students should write a 
topic for further exploration, based on infor-
mation found as they read. For each topic, 
ask students to write one question for which 
they would like to find an answer. Model one 
example: “I wrote John Turtle Wood in one 
circle. My question is: What tools did Wood 
use to discover the temple ruins?” Encourage 
students to write questions related to tech-
nology. When students have finished their 
webs, ask them to share their questions with 
the class.

Extend
Have volunteers each pick one of the topics 
from the web, conduct research to find the 
answer to the question, and report their 
findings to the class.

L2

L3

Answer
ANALYZING IMAGES Possible answers: 
Decorations include columns, carvings, and 
statues.

Background: Links Across Time

The Lincoln Memorial Like the Temple 
of Artemis in Ephesus, the Lincoln Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C., has impressive 
Greek-style architecture. Its 36 Doric col-
umns soar to 44 feet. The Lincoln Memo-
rial houses a huge statue. The seated white 
marble figure of Abraham Lincoln, carved 

by Daniel Chester French, is 19 feet tall and 
weighs around 120 tons. In 1963, Martin 
Luther King delivered his “I Have a Dream” 
speech from the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial. Students can see a replica of the 
memorial on the back of a U.S. penny.
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City-States Develop
Historians believe that sometime around 750 B.C., villages in a
small area probably joined to form a city in the shadow of an
acropolis. At that time, each city began to develop its own tradi-
tions and its own form of government and laws. Today, we call
these tiny nations city-states. A city-state is not only a city, but
also a separate independent state. Each city-state included a city
and the villages and fields surrounding it. Hundreds of Greek
city-states grew up, each more or less independent.

Aristocracy: Nobles Rule  The earliest rulers of city-states
were probably chieftains or kings who were military leaders.
By the end of Greece’s Dark Ages, most city-states were ruled
by aristocrats, members of the rich and powerful families.
Aristocrats controlled most of the good land. They could
afford horses, chariots, and the best weapons to make them-
selves stronger than others.

A New Type of Ruler  As the Greeks sailed to foreign ports
trading olive oil, marble, and other products, the city-states
became richer. A middle class of merchants and artisans devel-

oped. They wanted some say in the gov-
ernment of their cities. These people could
not afford to equip themselves with horses
and chariots for war. However, they could
afford armor, swords, and spears. With
these weapons, large groups of soldiers
could fight effectively on foot. Gradually,
military strength in the cities shifted from
aristocrats to merchants and artisans.

As a result of these changes, aristocrat-
ic governments were often overthrown
and replaced by rulers called tyrants. A
tyrant was a ruler who seized power by
force. Tyrants were usually supported by
the middle and working classes. Today, we
think of tyrants as being cruel and violent.
That was true of some Greek tyrants, but
others ruled wisely and well.

Reading CheckReading Check What kind of ruler often 
replaced aristocratic 
governments?

The Aristocrats
Some wealthy ancient Greeks owned 
chariots. Analyze How did the aristocrats 
use their wealth to gain power?

Identify Sequence
What important changes

led to the development of 
city-states in Greece?

City-States Develop

Guided Instruction

 

■ Have students read City-States Develop. 
Ask them to look for the two types of 
rulers in Greece as they read.

 

■ Discuss how the Greek villages developed 
into powerful city-states. (The villages that 
formed when farms joined together created 
cities when several of these villages joined 
together for protection near the fortified 
acropolises. The cities began to develop their 
own laws.)

 

■ Ask students to tell how and where Greek 
villages developed. Have them explain 
why they were built in these places. (The
villages developed from family farms. They 
were built near fortified hills, or acropolises, 
for safety.)

Target Reading Skill
Identify Sequence As a follow up, ask 
students to answer the Target Reading Skill 
question in the Student Edition. (Make sure 
students list the sequence of events.)

Democracy in Greece

Guided Instruction

 

■ Have students read how democracy devel-
oped in Democracy in Greece.

 

■ Discuss what democracy was like in 
Greece. (Possible answer: Free men over 
eighteen had the right to debate 
important laws and participate fully 
in government.)

 

■ Explain why democracy was more devel-
oped in Athens than in the other city-
states. (The Athenian leader Solon reformed 
laws that made government and economy 
more fair and democratic.)

Answers
Analyze Aristocrats controlled most of the 
good land and could afford horses, chariots, 
and the best weapons.

Reading CheckReading Check Tyrants

Background: Links Across Time

A Citizen’s Lot In Athenian democracy, 
all male citizens voted in the Assembly. 
From this group, 500 were chosen by lot 
to serve for one year on the Council, a 
decision-making body. Jury members for 

court trials were also chosen by lot. But, 
as in modern democracies, some officials 
were elected. The 10 generals who formed 
the Board of Generals were elected by the 
Assembly.
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Democracy in Greece
Eventually, the people of many city-states overthrew tyrants.
Some of the cities adopted a form of government called democ-
racy. In a democracy, citizens govern themselves. The city-state
in which democracy was most fully expressed was Athens.

About 594 B.C., a wise Athenian leader called Solon (SOH lun)
won the power to reform the laws. Solon was well known for his
fairness. His laws reformed both the economy and the 
government of Athens. One of his first laws canceled all
debts and freed citizens who had been enslaved for having
debts. Another law allowed any male citizen of Athens
aged 18 or older to have a say in debating important laws.
These laws and others allowed Athens to become the
leading democracy of the ancient world.

Not everyone living in ancient Athens benefited from
democracy. Only about one in five Athenians was a
citizen. To be a citizen, a man had to have an Athenian
father and mother. Some of the people living in Athens
were enslaved. These people did not take part in democracy, nor
did women or men with non-citizen parents. Men who were
citizens of Athens were free and self-governing.

Reading CheckReading Check Why did some Athenians benefit more from 
democracy than others?

Key Terms
Review the key terms listed at the 
beginning of this section. Use 
each term in a sentence that 
explains its meaning.

Target Reading Skill
Place these events in the correct 
order: rise of the city-state, height 
of Minoan civilization, Greek 
Dark Ages.

Comprehension and 
Critical Thinking
1. (a) Recall Describe the 
geographic setting of ancient 
Greece.

(b) Predict What effect do you 
think the geography of Greece 
had on the kind of communities 
that developed there?
2. (a) Recall Describe early Greek 
civilization.
(b) Make Generalizations How
were the Minoan and Mycenaean 
civilizations similar?
3. (a) Identify What two kinds of 
government first developed in the 
Greek city-states after the Greek 
Dark Ages?
(b) Cause and Effect How did 
the rise of the middle class help 
shape government in ancient 
Greece?

Writing Activity
Write a description of the 
conditions in Greece during the 
period between the 1100s B.C. and 
the 700s B.C. Why are these years 
referred to as Greece’s Dark Ages?

For: An activity on the Trojan War
Visit: PHSchool.com
Web Code: mud-0610

Tools of Democracy
Athenians used a machine to help 
select juries. A colored ball, top, 
dropped into an allotment machine, 
bottom, would fall at random next to 
the slots containing names of poten-
tial jurors. In the middle is a voting 
tablet used in Athens. Infer How do 
you think voting helped to strength-
en Athenian democracy?

Section 1 Assessment

 

Guided Instruction (continued)
Independent Practice

 

Ask students to complete the graphic organizer.

 

Monitor Progress

 

Show 

 

Section Reading Support Transparency 
HOW 74

 

. Ask students to check their graphic 
organizers. Review key concepts and 
vocabulary.

 

 

 

History of Our World Transparencies,

 

 

 

Section Reading Support HOW 74

 

Tell students to complete the 

 

Reading Readi-
ness Guide.

 

 

 

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources,

 

 

 

Reading Readiness Guide,

 

 
p. 6

 

Answers

 

Infer

 

Male citizens could in influence how 
Athens was governed.

Reading CheckReading Check

 

Democracy did not apply to 
enslaved people, women, and foreigners.

Assess and Reteach

 

Assess Progress

 

Have students complete the Section Assess-
ment. Administer the 

 

Section Quiz

 

.

 

 

 

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources,

 

 

 

Section Quiz,

 

 p. 8

 

Reteach

 

If students need more instruction, have them 
read this section in the Reading and Vocabu-
lary Study Guide.

 

 

 

Chapter 6, Section 1, 

 

History of Our 
World Reading and Vocabulary Study 
Guide,

 

 pp. 74–76

 

Extend

 

Ask students to research and write a journal 
entry about life in ancient Athens.  

 

 

 

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources,

 

 

 

Rubric for Assessing 
a Journal Entry,

 

 p. 32

Section 1 Assessment

 

Key Terms

 

Students’ sentences should reflect knowledge 
of each Key Term.

Target Reading Skill

 

1) height of Minoan civilization, 2) Greek 
Dark Ages, 3) rise of city-states

L2

 

Comprehension and Critical Thinking

 

1. (a) 

 

It was mountainous and surrounded 
by water.  

 

(b) 

 

Possible answer: They would 
develop the kind of livelihoods that had to 
do with the sea.

 

2. (a) 

 

Answers will vary.  

 

(b) 

 

Both devel-
oped trade networks and writing.

 

3. (a) 

 

city-states and tyranny.  

 

(b) 

 

The 
middle class wanted a say in government; 
democracy then developed

 

.

 

Writing Activity

 

Use the 

 

Rubric for Assessing a Writing 
Assignment

 

 to evaluate students’ stories.

 

 

 

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources, 

 

Rubric for Assessing 
a Writing Assignment,

 

 p. 30

 

Typing in the Web code 
will bring students directly to detailed 
instructions for this activity.
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Section
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Religion, Philosophy, 
and the Arts

180 History of Our World

2
Religion, Philosophy, 
and the Arts

Prepare to Read

Objectives
In this section you will
1. Identify the religious beliefs of the 

ancient Greeks.
2. Explore how the Greeks searched for 

knowledge about the world.
3. Describe the relationship between the rise 

of democracy and the spread of new ideas 
in Greek city-states.

Taking Notes
As you read, look for details about the 
religion, philosophy, and the arts of the 
ancient Greeks. Use a copy of the outline 
below to record your findings.

Target
Reading Skill

Recognize Sequence 
Signal Words  Signals 
point out relationships 
among ideas or events. 
This section discusses life 
in the Golden Age of 
Athens. To help keep the 
relationship between 
leaders, thinkers, and 
writers clear, look for 
words like first, at that 
time, and in [date] that 
signal the order in which 
these people were active.

Key Terms
• tribute (TRIB yoot) n. a 

payment made by a less 
powerful state or nation 
to a more powerful one

• immortal (ih MAWR tul)
n. someone or some-
thing that lives forever

• oracle (AWH uh kul) n. in 
ancient Greece, a sacred 
site used to consult a 
god or goddess; any 
priest or priestess who 
spoke for the gods

• philosopher (fih LAHS uh 
fur) n. someone who 
used reason to under-
stand the world; in 
Greece the earliest phi-
losophers used reason to 
explain natural events

• tragedy (TRAJ uh dee) n.
a type of serious drama 
that ends in disaster for 
the main character

The Athenian leader Pericles (PEHR uh kleez) reminded the cit-
izens that Athens was unique.

“Our constitution does not copy the laws of neighboring
states; we are rather a pattern to others rather than imi-
tators ourselves. Its administration favors the many instead 
of the few; this is why it is called a democracy. If we look 
to the laws, they afford equal justice to all  .  .  . 
[P]overty [does not] bar the way, if a man is able to serve
the state. In short, I say that as a city we are the school of 
[Greece]. . .”

— The History of the Peloponnesian War
Thucydides

Pericles’ words had special meaning: They were spoken dur-
ing the first year of a war with Sparta, another Greek city-state.
Eventually, it was conflict with Sparta that ended Athens’ golden
age of accomplishment.

Pericles led the Athenians in 
peace and war. The helmet he 
wears reminds us that he was 
a skilled general.

I. The Golden Age of Athens
   A. Period from 479 to 431 B.C.

   B. Sources of wealth
       1.
       2.
       3.
II. Ancient Greek religious beliefs

2
Objectives
Social Studies
1. Identify the religious beliefs of the ancient 

Greeks.

2. Explore how the Greeks searched for 
knowledge about the world.

3. Describe the relationship between the rise 
of democracy and the spread of new ideas 
in Greek city-states.

Reading/Language Arts
Recognize sequence signal words to keep the 
relationships among ideas or events clear.

Prepare to Read
Build Background 
Knowledge
Have students look at the photographs in 
this section. Point out that the ancient 
Greeks’ admiration for beauty is evident in 
their works of art. Tell them that this section 
will describe the Greeks’ love of the arts, as 
well as for other things they admired. Have 
students look at the headings in this section. 
Ask them, based on the headings and the 
photographs and ideas they learned about 
Greece in Section 1, what other attributes 
the Greeks valued. Use the Think-Write-
Pair-Share participation strategy (TE, 
p. T40).

Set a Purpose for Reading

 

■ Preview the Objectives.

 

■ Form students into pairs or groups of four. 
Distribute the Reading Readiness Guide.
Ask students to fill in the first two columns 
of the chart. Use the Numbered Heads 
participation structure (TE, p. T40) to call 
on students to share one piece of informa-
tion they already know and one piece of 
information they want to know.

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources, Reading Readiness 
Guide, p. 10

Vocabulary Builder
Preview Key Terms
Pronounce each Key Term, and then ask the 
students to say the word with you. Provide a 
simple explanation such as “tribute is money 
that a powerful state makes a weaker state 
give to the powerful state.”

L2

L2

L2

Target Reading Skill
Recognize Sequence Signal Words Point
out the Target Reading Skill. Tell students 
that they can keep clear the order in which 
events take place by looking for words, such 
as first, later, next, still, and in (a certain date),
that signal time.

Have students list the signal words in The 
Parthenon, p. 186. (Sequence Signal Words: 
Today, in 480 B.C., long ago, still)

L2

Give students Recognize Sequence Signal 
Words. Have them complete the activity in 
groups.

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources, Recognize Sequence 
Signal Words, p. 14
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The Golden Age of Athens
The years from 479 B.C. to 431 B.C. are called the
Golden Age of Athens. During the Golden Age, Athens
grew rich from trade and from silver mined by slaves
in regions around the city. Tribute, or payments
made to Athens by its allies, added to its wealth.

Athenians also made important achievements in
the arts, philosophy, and literature, and democracy
reached its high point. For about 30 years during the
Golden Age, Pericles was the most powerful man in Athenian
politics. This well-educated, intelligent man had the best interests
of his city at heart. When he made speeches to the Athenians, he
could move and persuade them.

Pericles was a member of an aristocratic family, but he
supported democracy. Around 460 B.C., he became leader of a
democratic group. He introduced reforms that strengthened
democracy. The most important change was to have the city pay
a salary to its officials. This meant that poor citizens could afford
to hold public office.

One of the greatest accomplishments under the rule of Pericles
was the construction of the Parthenon (PAHR thuh nahn) between
447 and 432 B.C. The construction of the Parthenon was part of the
general reconstruction of the Acropolis at Athens. Many of the
buildings there had been destroyed by invaders from Persia about
three decades earlier. The Parthenon was a temple built to honor

the patron, or protector, of Athens, the goddess Athena.

Reading CheckReading Check    How did Pericles strengthen democracy?

An ancient Athenian silver 
coin bearing an owl, a symbol 
of the city

A vase depicting citizenship 
in Athens

Vocabulary Builder

Instruct

The Golden Age 
of Athens

Guided Instruction

 

■ Vocabulary Builder Clarify the high-use 
word imitator before reading.

 

■ Have students read The Golden Age of 
Athens, using the Structured Silent Read-
ing technique (TE, p. T38). Make sure 
students can answer the Reading Check 
after they read.

 

■ Discuss what happened during the period 
of Athens’ Golden Age. (Athens grew rich 
from trade, silver, and tributes. It made 
great achievements in the arts, philosophy, 
and democracy.)

 

■ Ask students how they think Athens’ 
wealth might be related to its achieve-
ments in the arts. Have them compare 
the art in the Golden Age to that of 
Greece’s Dark Ages discussed in the last 
section. (Possible answer: Wealth gave the 
Athenians more time to devote to the arts. 
During the Dark Ages, people spent time just 
trying to survive. They had no time for the 
arts.)

Independent Practice
Ask students to create the Taking Notes out-
line on a blank piece of paper. Have them fill 
in the blanks under the heading “The Golden 
Age of Athens” with the information they 
have just learned. Briefly model how to iden-
tify which details to record.

Monitor Progress
As students fill in the outline, circulate and 
make sure individuals are choosing the cor-
rect details. Provide assistance as needed.

Answers
Reading CheckReading Check Pericles passed reforms that 

strengthened democracy, such as paying sal-
aries to officials, which meant that even poor 
citizens could hold office.

Use the information below to teach students this section’s high-use words.

High-Use Word Definition and Sample Sentence
imitator, p. 180 n. one who is or appears to be similar

The Romans have been imitators of Greek art.

shrine, p. 183 n. a place in which devotion is paid to a saint or god
The temples were shrines to various gods.

influential, p. 185 adj. having the power to sway or affect based on position, ability, wealth, or prestige
Socrates’ ideas were very influential among the youth of Athens.
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Ancient Greek Religious Beliefs
Greeks worshiped a family of gods and goddesses called the Twelve
Olympians (oh LIM pea unz). Each ruled different areas of human
life and the natural world. The chart titled “A Family of Gods”
gives you more information about some of the Olympians.

The Greeks took great care when honoring their gods. They
wished to give thanks and to receive blessings. They also tried to
avoid angering the gods.

Gods and Goddesses  Wherever the Greeks lived, they built
temples to the gods. Because the gods had human forms, they
also had many human characteristics. The main difference
between gods and humans was that the gods were immortal,
which meant they lived forever. They also had awesome power.

Mythology tells us that the Greeks worshiped gods led by
Zeus, the king of the gods. From Mt. Olympus, Greece’s highest
mountain, Zeus ruled the gods and humanity. In addition to
worshiping gods, the Greeks also honored mythical heroes like
Achilles (uh KIL eez), whose great deeds are told in the Iliad.

Although the Greeks worshiped all their gods, each city-state
honored one of the twelve gods, in part by building a temple to that 
god. Athena (uh THEE nuh), for example, was the patron goddess of
Athens. The Greeks also honored their gods by holding festivals and
by sacrificing animals and offering food to the gods. To honor Zeus,
the city-states came together every four years for an Olympian festival
and games. Modern Olympic Games are based on this tradition.

Poseidon, Athena, Apollo, and 
Artemis are shown in this relief.

Skills Mini Lesson

Ancient Greek 
Religious Beliefs

Guided Instruction

 

■ Vocabulary Builder Clarify the high-use 
word shrine before reading.

 

■ Tell students to read Ancient Greek 
Religious Beliefs. Ask them to read to 
find out whom the Greeks worshipped 
and what these beings were like.

 

■ Discuss with students the Greeks’ religious 
beliefs. (Possible answer: The Greeks wor-
shipped twelve gods led by Zeus, the king of 
the gods. They also worshipped lesser gods 
and honored heroes in similar ways. They 
believed their gods showed them how to 
behave, and they visited oracles to receive 
advice from them.)

 

■ Ask students to describe the characteristics 
of the Greek gods. Have them explain how 
the gods differed from humans. (The gods 
had human forms and human characteris-
tics. Unlike humans, however, they were  
immortal and immensely powerful.)

Identifying Frame of Reference 
and Point of View
1. Teach the skill by explaining that point of 

view is an opinion or perspective on a 
topic and frame of reference is a person’s 
background. Frame of reference often 
affects a person’s perspective.

L2

2. Help students practice the skill by asking 
them to identify the point of view of a 
slave visiting an oracle in ancient Greece.

3. Have students apply the skill by identify-
ing an aristocrat’s frame of reference 
when visiting the same oracle.
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The Oracles  In ancient cultures, people often looked to their
gods for signs or advice. They wanted the gods to show them how
to live or how to behave. The Greeks visited oracles, sacred sites
where it was believed the gods spoke. At these shrines, the people
would ask the gods to give them advice or to reveal the future.
Sometimes the advice came through dreams. Often a response
would come in the form of a riddle, delivered by priests or priest-
esses thought to be capable of hearing the voice of the gods. 
Oracles of various gods were located throughout Greece. Heads 
of state often sought advice on governing and wars from the ora-
cle of the god Apollo at Delphi (DEL fy), an ancient town in cen-
tral Greece. Because such advice was taken very seriously, the
oracles had a great impact on Greek history.

How did the Greeks honor their gods?

Chart Skills

Delphi
The Tholos Temple at the Sanctuary 
of Athena Pronaia was once the 
gateway to Delphi. In the vase paint-
ing, Aegeus, a legendary Athenian 
king, consults a priestess at Apollo’s
oracle in Delphi. Conclude Why did 
the ancient Greeks visit oracles?

A Family of Gods

Zeus (zoos)

Hera (HIHR uh)

Apollo (uh PAHL oh)

Artemis (AHR tuh mis)

Athena (uh THEE nuh)

Ares (EHR eez)

Aphrodite (af ruh DY tee)

Hermes (HUR meez)

Poseidon (poh SY dun)

Demeter (dih MEE tur)

Ruler of all gods and humanity

Goddess of marriage and childbirth

God of music, poetry

Goddess of hunting

Goddess of wisdom and war

God of war

Goddess of love

Messenger of the gods

God of earthquakes and the ocean

Goddess of fertility

The Greeks believed the 
world was ruled by gods and 
goddesses. Ten of them are 
listed in the table below.
Identify Who was consid-
ered to be the leader of all 
gods and goddesses?
Analyze Why do you think 
this chart is titled “A Family 
of Gods?”

Reading CheckReading Check

L1

Guided Instruction (continued)

 

■ Ask students what the purpose of the 
oracles was. (The oracles were places where 
the people could communicate with their 
gods. People sought advice or asked to have 
the future revealed.)

Independent Practice

 

■ Ask students to continue filling in the 
Taking Notes outline that they began in 
The Golden Age of Athens. Have them fill 
in the blanks under the heading Ancient 
Greek Religious Beliefs with the informa-
tion they have learned.

Monitor Progress
As students fill in the outline, circulate and 
make sure individuals are choosing the cor-
rect details.

Answers
Conclude to ask their gods for signs or 
advice

Reading CheckReading Check Possible answer: The Greeks 
honored their gods by building temples to 
them, by holding festivals in their names, by 
sacrificing animals to them, and by offering 
them food. For the god Zeus, the Greeks 
banded together and celebrated with the 
Olympic Games.

Chart Skills Identify Zeus
Analyze The gods and goddesses are all 
related.

For Special Needs Students
Organize students in small groups that 
contain both special needs students and 
more proficient students. Have more pro-
ficient students from each group research a 
Greek myth. Then have them assign parts 

to all members of the group and practice 
acting out the myth. It is not necessary for 
all students to have speaking parts. Have 
them dress in costumes such as those pic-
tured in the text. When students are ready, 
have each group present the myth for the 
whole class.
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The Search for Knowledge
Most Greeks believed that their gods were responsible for all nat-
ural events. But a few thinkers disagreed. About 150 years before
the Golden Age of Athens, some people thought about new ways
to understand the world.

Greek Science and Philosophy  You learned earlier about
philosophy, which is a system of beliefs or values. Philosophers
believed that people could use the powers of the mind and rea-
son to understand natural events. One of the first philosophers,
Thales (THAY leez), believed that water was the basic material of
the world. Everything was made from it. Over the years, various
philosophers had other ideas about the universe. They did not do
experiments. But they were careful observers and good thinkers.
Democritus (dih MAHK ruh tus), who lived in the 400s B.C.,
thought that everything was made of tiny particles he called
atoms. More than 2,000 years later, modern science showed that
he had been correct.

Socrates  During the Golden Age and later,
several important philosophers taught in
Athens. One was a man called Socrates (SAHK

ruh teez). People in the marketplace of Ath-
ens could not help but notice this sturdy,
round-faced man. He was there at all hours
of the day, eagerly discussing wisdom and
goodness.

Socrates wanted people to consider the
true meaning of qualities such as justice and
courage. To do this, he asked questions that
made others think about their beliefs. Some-
times they became angry because Socrates
often showed them that they didn’t know
what they were talking about. “Know thyself”
was his most important lesson.

Death of Socrates
Socrates urged his students to 
question and critically examine 
all around them. For “corrupting 
the youth” in this way, an Athe-
nian jury sentenced him to death. 
Conclude Why do you think 
some people believed Socrates 
corrupted the youth of Athens?

Recognize Sequence 
and Signal Words

What words signal that 
Democritus lived in the same 
century as Pericles?

Use Web Code 
mup-0824 for an interactivity 
on Greek philosophers.

 

The Search for 
Knowledge

 

Guided Instruction

 

■

 

Vocabulary Builder

 

Clarify the high-use 
words 

 

influential

 

 before reading.

 

■

 

Read the first two paragraphs of The 
Search for Knowledge with students using 
the Oral Cloze technique (TE, p. T37).

 

■

 

Discuss how the Greeks searched for 
knowledge about their world. 

 

(The Greek 
philosophers were good observers and 
thinkers. They had ideas about the world 
that they taught to other people.)

 

■

 

Have students identify the system of 
explaining natural events that philosophy 
challenged. 

 

(Philosophy challenged the 
mythological belief that the gods controlled 
everything in nature.)

Target Reading Skill

 

Recognize Sequence Signal Words

 

As a 
follow up, ask students to answer the Target 
Reading Skill question in the Student Edi-
tion. 

 

(The words that signal that Democritus 
lived in the same century as Pericles are “who 
lived in the 400s 

 

B

 

.

 

C

 

.”)

 

Answers

 

Conclude

 

They distrusted Socrates because 
he encouraged Athenian youth to question 
beliefs.

 

For English Language Learners

 

Have students support the target reading 
skill by reading the following passage.

“Jack and Francesca wanted to write a 
report on Socrates. First, they found infor-
mation on Socrates on the Internet and in 
the library. Next, they narrowed down 
their topic by asking each other questions 

L2

 

and deciding which part of Socrates’ life to 
cover. Then, they took notes on the sub-
ject. Finally, they were ready to present 
their report in class. Last Thursday, they 
gave the report and earned a good grade.” 
Have students identify words that are 
sequence signal words.  

 

(Sequence signal 
words: First, Next, Then, Finally, Last 
Thursday)
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In 399 B.C., Socrates was brought to trial. The authorities
accused him of dishonoring the gods and misleading young
people. He was sentenced to death by forced suicide, a common
sentence in Athens at the time. Socrates drank a cup of hemlock,
a poison, and died.

Plato and Aristotle  Much of what is known about Socrates
comes from the writings of Plato (PLAY toh), one of his students.
Socrates’ death caused Plato to mistrust democracy. In The Repub-
lic, Plato wrote that society should be made up of three groups:
workers, soldiers, and philosopher-rulers. Plato founded a school
in Athens called the Academy, where he taught a student named
Aristotle (AR uh staht ul). Aristotle believed that reason should
guide the pursuit of knowledge. He later founded his own school,
the Lyceum.

Reading CheckReading Check How did Socrates challenge the values of the 
people of Athens?

Guided Instruction (continued)

 

■ Ask What was the significance of Plato’s 
contribution to the search for knowl-
edge? (Plato founded a school in which 
astronomy, mathematics, biology, and other 
subjects were taught. It was probably the 
first university.)

Independent Practice
Ask students to continue their outlines by 
creating the next heading: III. The Search for 
Knowledge. Have them write beneath that 
heading the information they have just 
learned.

Monitor Progress
As students fill in the outline, circulate and 
make sure individuals are choosing the cor-
rect details.

Answers
Reading CheckReading Check Possible answer: Socrates 

made people think about important values 
and beliefs. His method was to use questions 
that often showed that people didn’t know 
what they were talking about. Some thought 
this questioning showed a lack of belief in 
the gods and worried that his teachings 
would cause the young men who listened to 
him to stop believing in the gods.

For Advanced Readers
Have students discuss what they think 
“know thyself” means. Remind them to use 
what they have just read about Socrates as 
well as their own experiences to draw a con-

L3 clusion about what “know thyself” means. 
After the discussion, have each student 
write an essay in which he or she tells why 
knowing oneself is an important goal.
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Visual and Dramatic Arts
The ancient Greeks devoted great attention to their arts. The
Greeks used visual arts, such as architecture and sculpture, to
glorify and honor their gods. The ancient Greeks are also known
as the first playwrights, or people who write plays.

The Parthenon  Today, the Athenian leader Pericles is proba-
bly best known for making Athens a beautiful city. The Acropo-
lis, the religious center of Athens, had been destroyed in 480 B.C.,
during one of the city’s many wars. Pericles decided to rebuild
the Acropolis and create new buildings to glorify the city.

The builders of the new Acropolis brought Greek architecture
to its highest point. Their most magnificent work was the
Parthenon, a temple to the goddess Athena. The temple was made
of fine marble. Rows of columns surrounded it on all four sides.
Within the columns was a room that held the statue of Athena,
made of wood, ivory, and gold. The statue rose 40 feet (12 m), as
high as a four-story building.

The great statue of Athena disappeared long ago. However,
much of the sculpture on the inside and outside of the temple 
still exists. Many of the scenes that decorate the Parthenon have
three important characteristics. First, they are full of action.
Second, the artist carefully arranged the figures to show bal-
ance and order. Third, the sculptures are lifelike and accurate. 
However, they are ideal, or perfect, views of humans and
animals. These characteristics reflect the goal of Greek art. This
goal was to present images of perfection in a balanced and
orderly way.

The Golden Rectangle
Greek architects based the 
design of their buildings on a 
figure called the Golden 
Rectangle. A Golden 
Rectangle is one with the 
long sides about one and 
two-thirds times the length of 
the short sides. The Greeks 
thought Golden Rectangles 
made buildings more pleasing 
to look at. Modern architects 
have also used the Golden 
Rectangle.

The Acropolis
Once the religious center of Athens, 
the Acropolis now serves as a monu-
ment to Greek architecture.

The Propylaia, the entrance to the 
Acropolis, was completed in 432 B.C.

The Odeion (theater) of Herodes 
Atticus was built in A.D. 161.

The Erechtheion, named after 
a legendary king of Athens, was 
completed in 406 B.C.

Completed in 438 B.C., the 
Parthenon served as a temple to Athe-
na, the patron goddess of Athens.
Predict Why do you think the 
Athenians built the Acropolis?

1

2

3

4

Background: Links Across Time

 

Visual and Dramatic Arts

 

Guided Instruction

 

■

 

Have students read the Visual and Dra-
matic Arts section. Tell them to look for 
the kinds of visual and dramatic arts for 
which the Greeks are famous.

 

■

 

Discuss why the arts were important to 
the Greeks and what kind of arts flour-
ished during Greece’s Golden Age. 

 

(The 
Greeks used the arts to honor their gods. The 
Greeks are especially known for their sculp-
ture, architecture, and drama.)

 

■

 

Ask students to explain how Greek come-
dies differed from Greek tragedies. 

 

(Trage-
dies told of humans faced with dilemmas 
that eventually destroyed them. A chorus 
was used to sing or chant background infor-
mation. Comedies made fun of Greek cus-
toms and famous people.)

 

Independent Practice

 

Ask students to continue their outlines by 
creating item IV. Visual and Dramatic Arts. 
Have them write beneath that heading the 
information they have just learned.

 

Monitor Progress

 

As students fill in the ouline, circulate and 
make sure individuals are choosing the cor-
rect details.

Read the 

 

Links to Math

 

 on this page. 
Ask

 

Why did the Greeks use the 
Golden Rectangle in designing their 
buildings?

 

 

 

(They thought Golden 
Rectangles made the buildings more 
pleasing to the eye.)

 

Answers

 

Predict

 

They wanted a showcase of Greek 
architecture.

 

Influence of Greek Art

 

Greek art had a 
strong influence on both Roman and Hel-
lenistic art. But by the Middle Ages, the 
Greek influence was no longer apparent in 
European painting and sculpture. Art dur-
ing the Middle Ages was almost exclusively 
devoted to Christian religious themes. 
Portrayals of human figures were stiff, 

stylized, and unrealistic. This style of art 
remained the norm until the 1300s, when 
the works of the Italian painter Giotto 
heralded a return to classical ideals. In 
Giotto’s paintings, human beings look 
more lifelike and are shown as expressive 
and emotional.
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Dramas  In addition to their achievements in architecture and
sculpture, Athenians were the first people known to write dramas.
Among the city’s greatest achievements were the plays written and
produced in the 400s B.C., during the Golden Age.

Some of the most famous Greek plays were trage-
dies. A tragedy is a serious story that usually ends in
disaster for the main character. Often, tragedies told
of fictional humans who were destroyed when forced
to make impossible choices. A Greek tragedy consisted
of several scenes that featured the characters of the
story. Between the scenes, a chorus chanted or sang
poems. In most plays, the author used the chorus to
give background information, comment on the events,
or praise the gods.

Comedies  During the 400s B.C. in Athens, poets
wrote comedies that made fun of well-known citizens
and politicians and also made jokes about the customs of the day.
Because of the freedom in Athens, people accepted the humor
and jokes.

Reading CheckReading Check What was the role of the chorus in Greek drama?

Greek actors performed in out-
door theaters, such as the one 
shown above at Epidauros. By 
using different masks, such as 
the one at top, actors could play 
a variety of roles.

4

Many City-States, 
One People

Guided Instruction

 

■ Have students read Many City-States, One 
People using the Structured Silent Reading 
technique. (TE, p. T38).

 

■ Discuss how the rise of democracy con-
tributed to the development of new ideas 
in Greece. (The value Greeks placed on 
their freedom extended to freedom to 
explore new ideas.)

 

■ Ask students to explain how the Greek 
city-states could be so independent and 
compete against one another and yet have 
so much in common. (They thought of 
themselves as the same people—they were 
the Hellenes, they spoke the same language, 
and they had many customs in common.)

Independent Practice
Have students create an item V. on their 
outline titled “Greek City-States” and fill it in 
with information they have just learned to 
complete their graphic organizers.

Monitor Progress
Show Section Reading Support Transparency 
HOW 75, and ask students to check their 
outlines individually. Review key concepts 
and clarify key vocabulary as needed.

History of Our World Transparencies,
Section Reading Support Transparency HOW 75

Tell students to fill in the last column of the 
Reading Readiness Guide. Ask them to decide 
whether they learned what they had expected 
to learn.

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources, Reading Readiness 
Guide, p. 10

Answers
Reading CheckReading Check The chorus chanted or sang 

poems between scenes. The chorus com-
mented on events in the play, praised the 
gods, or gave background information.

For Less Proficient Readers
Assign small groups of students to read one 
paragraph on this page. Have groups select 
four words in the paragraph that they think 
are difficult. Have students discuss the 
words to see if they can acquire clues to 
their meaning from context clues or prior 
experience with each word. Then have 
group members teach their words to the 
other groups.

L1 For Gifted and Talented
Point out that many American structures 
have been influenced by the architecture of 
the ancient Greeks. Have students locate 
pictures of ancient Greek theaters, temples, 
and other structures. Ask students to dis-
cuss why they think people still use the 
styles of architecture of a civilization that is 
more than 2,000 years old. 

L3
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Aristides, a general at the Battle 
of Marathon, writes his name for 
someone who wants him ban-
ished from Athens. Inset photo 
is of a voting tablet used in 
Aristides’ trial.

Many City-States, One People
The citizens of Greek city-states such as Athens had strong patriotic
feelings and valued their freedoms. For these reasons, they took a
very active role in their government. They were able to develop new
ideas in philosophy, religion, government, and the arts in part
because of the value they placed on free thinking. The spread of
education and growing wealth through trade with Egypt, Sicily, and
other places gave the Greeks the freedom to explore new ideas.

Though Athens was the most important city-state, it was not
the only one in Greece at this time. City-states in Greece competed
against one another, but their citizens spoke the same language and
had many of the same customs. They thought of themselves as part
of the same people, calling themselves Hellenes.

One example of the common culture of the city-states was the
Olympic Games, which were held every four years throughout
ancient Greece. The first recorded Olympic Games were held in
776 B.C. Other Olympic Games were held fairly regularly over the

next thousand years. Athletes from city-states around Greece
competed for prizes in competitions in running, horse racing,

boxing, and many other events.

Reading CheckReading Check What role did education and growing 
wealth play in the development of philos-
ophy and the arts in ancient Greece?

Key Terms
Review the key terms listed at the 
beginning of this section. Use each 
term in a sentence that explains its 
meaning.

Target Reading Skill
Review the section “The Search 
for Knowledge”on pages 184–185. 
Find the words that signal time 
related to the lives of the 
philosophers.

Comprehension and 
Critical Thinking
1. (a) Define What was the 
Golden Age of Athens?

(b) Draw Conclusions Why do 
you think Pericles called Athens 
“the school of all Greece”?
2. (a) Explain How did the Greeks 
attempt to understand the world?
(b) Explore Details  What did 
Socrates mean when he said, 
“Know thyself”?
3. (a) Explain What characteristics 
did people in city-states through-
out Greece share?
(b) Infer How did the growth of 
wealth through trade contribute 
to the spread of new ideas in 
Greece?

Writing Activity
Write a brief essay describing the 
achievements of Athenians during 
the Golden Age.

For: An activity on Greek 
architecture

Visit: PHSchool.com
Web Code: mud-0620

Section 2 Assessment

Assess and Reteach
Assess Progress
Have students complete the Section Assess-
ment. Administer the Section Quiz.

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources, Section Quiz, p. 12

Reteach
If students need more instruction, have them 
read this section in the Reading and Vocabu-
lary Study Guide.

Chapter 6, Section 2, History of Our 
World Reading and Vocabulary Study 
Guide, pp. 77–79

Extend
Have students learn more about ancient 
Greece by completing Enrichment.

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources, Enrichment, p. 16

L2

Answers
Reading CheckReading Check Education and wealth gave 

ancient Greeks freedom to explore new ideas.

Section 2 Assessment

Key Terms
Students’ sentences should reflect knowledge 
of each Key Term.

Target Reading Skill
The words that signal time are “about 150 
years before the Golden Age of Athens,” 
“lived in the 400s B.C.,” and “in 399 B.C.”

Comprehension and Critical Thinking
1. (a) Answers will vary, but students should 
show their understanding that Athens made 
important contributions to arts, science, and 
philosophy. It was also a time that democracy 
was strengthened in Athens.  (b) Possible
answer: Athens was the center of intellectual 
activity.

2. (a) Possible answer: At first, the Greeks 
explained the world through myths. Then 
philosophers began questioning the old 
explanations and came up with their own 
ideas about the universe, based on their 
observations.  (b) Socrates meant that people 
should understand themselves and what they 
think and believe before they try to influence 
others.

3. (a) The people spoke the same language 
and shared customs. They valued freedom 
and took active part in government. They 
contributed to developments in the arts, 
sciences, government, and religion.
(b) Possible answer: Trade brought citizens of 
city-states in contact with ideas from other 
places.

Writing Activity
Use the Rubric for Assessing a Writing Assign-
ment to evaluate students’ essays.

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources, Rubric for Assessing a 
Writing Assignment, p. 30

Typing in the Web code 
will bring students directly to detailed 
instructions for this activity.
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Focus On
Ancient Greek Theater

Drama was an important part of Greek culture. Many Greek
plays were tragedies. These were often based on myth and 
were solemn and poetic. The main character was usually a
good but imperfect person faced with a difficult choice. 
His or her struggles usually ended in death. 
Comedies dealt with well-known people 
and problems of the day. Greek plays 
were performed by only a few actors 
who played several roles. Instead of 
makeup, actors wore masks to 
indicate the kind of characters they 
played. A chorus danced, chanted, 
and commented on the action.

The Theater Early Greek theaters were 
probably just open areas in cities or next to 
hillsides. The audience would watch and 
listen to a chorus singing about the adven-
tures of a god or hero. Later, theaters 
became much more complex but remained 
outdoors and open to the sky, much like a 
stadium today. The theatron, or “viewing
place,” was where the spectators sat. The 
theater illustrated to the right could seat 
17,000 spectators! Rows of seats curved 
halfway around a large semicircular area 
called an orchestra. Behind the orchestra
was a building called the skene. The skene
was usually decorated as a palace or temple, 
depending on what background was needed 
for a particular play. Actors could enter and 
exit through the doors of the skene.

Focus on Ancient Greek 
Theater

Guided Instruction
Hand out or have students create a three-
column K-W-L chart. Tell students that the 
items on the board represent what the class 
Knows about modern drama. Tell students 
they will be reading about drama in ancient 
Greece, and ask them to fill in the Want-to-
know column on their charts. Then have 
students study the text and illustrations on 
these pages, filling in the Learn column as 
they read.

For English Language Learners
Have students describe for the class how 
plays or festivals are presented in their 

L1 native cultures. Encourage them to use the 
English terms in their description, such as 
mask, chorus, or orchestra, if appropriate.
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Describe Suppose that you have 
attended a play at an ancient Greek 
theater. Write a letter to a friend 
describing your experience.

Compare How did the experience of 
attending a Greek theater differ from 
that of attending a play today?

Assessment

A Great Greek 
Playwright
Sophocles was one 
of three great writers 
of Greek tragedies. 
Only seven of his plays 
have survived.

Scene from Ancient Greek Play
These present-day actors are performing 
an ancient Greek play. They wear masks, 
just as their ancient counterparts did.

Independent Practice
Have students locate unfamiliar words in the 
text and create a glossary of theater terms, 
defining the words by looking at their use in 
the text.

L1

Answers

Assessment

Describe Descriptions will vary, but should 
accurately depict the experience of attending 
a Greek play, including the stage, the actors, 
the costumes, the chorus, and the seating for 
the audience.

Compare Remind students to use their 
descriptions and KWL charts as they discuss 
how modern plays have roots in ancient 
Greek theater.

Background: Links Across Time

Projecting Sound Modern actors use 
electronic sound equipment to ensure that 
everyone in the audience can hear them. 
But how were actors in ancient Greece able 
to project their voices so that large audiences 
could hear them? Some scholars think 

actors’ masks focused their voices much as 
megaphones do. Others say that the acous-
tics in existing ancient theaters are so good 
that even a whisper on stage can be heard in 
the last row of seats.
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Drawing ConclusionsDrawing Conclusions

The teacher looked at Lisa and asked, “How did the people of Athens 
feel about drama?”

   Lisa had read the assignment, but there wasn’t anything in the 
book about how Athenians felt about drama. She did remember a few-
facts, though. “They had a lot of theaters and put on a lot of plays. 
They had play-writing contests. So I guess if they had so many plays,
drama must have been pretty important to them.”

ike Lisa, when you draw a conclusion, you figure out
something based on the information you have read or

seen. Drawing conclusions is a skill that will help you benefit
from your schoolwork and anything you read.

Learn the skill
Use these steps to learn how to draw a conclusion:

1 Gather factual information about the topic. Find out as 
many factual details  as you can by reading about your 
topic and then talking with people who know about the 
subject.

2 Combine the facts with other information you already 
know. Add the information you find in your research to 
what you already know.

3 Write a conclusion that follows 
logically. A conclusion is usually 
an educated guess.

L
Greek actor’s mask

Objective
Learn to draw conclusions from clues and 
experience.

Prepare to Read
Build Background 
Knowledge
Have students read the heading and look at 
the visuals. Then ask a volunteer to role-
play the opening scene with you. Ask: Can
you recall experiences that were similar to 
Lisa’s? How might this skill be used both in 
and out of school? Have students use Lisa’s 
experience to suggest the steps that drawing 
conclusions might require. Record these on 
the chalkboard.

Instruct

Drawing Conclusions

Guided Instruction

 

■ Have students read the Learn the Skill, 
using the Oral Cloze technique (TE, 
p. T37). Then ask a volunteer to draw and 
complete the drawing conclusions graphic 
organizer on the board. Ask students to 
find each component in Lisa’s efforts.

 

■ Practice the skill by taking students 
through the Learn the Skill steps on 
page 178. Explain the importance of 
carefully examining one’s personal knowl-
edge for information that is relevant. You 
might model removing the specific con-
text (Athens) from the sentence—How 
did people feel about drama?—is easier to 
check against students’ own experiences.

 

■ Have students complete diagrams about a 
possible event such as an upcoming test or 
project, noting clues and a conclusion.

Independent Practice
Assign the Skills for Life worksheet, and have 
students complete it individually.

Unit 3 History of Our World 
Teaching Resources, Skills for Life, Drawing
Conclusions, p. 17

L2

L2

Monitor Progress
Monitor students as they complete the Skills
for Life worksheet, checking to make sure 
that they understand the skills steps.
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Practice the Skill
Turn to page 171, and reread the first four paragraphs of text in
the main column. Use this information to draw conclusions 
about the Trojan War.

1 The text tells you about the people who may have inspired 
the legend  of the war. It tells where the war was fought, and 
it describes  the heroes, how they fought, and how the story 
was handed down to us. Choose one of these topics. Write 
down facts about that topic.

2 Combine whatever facts you already know with the facts you 
have just read. You might know something about stories of 
other wars or about how people react to war stories.

3 Try to form an educated guess about your topic—something
that is not specifically stated in the text. Your conclusion 
might answer a question starting with why. For instance: 
Why has the history of the Trojan War fascinated so many 
people through the centuries? Check your conclusion to 
make sure it is supported by the facts.

Apply the Skill
Turn to page 175, and 
reread the paragraphs 
titled Democracy in 
Greece. Use facts from 
that text plus facts you 
already know to draw 
conclusions about 
American democracy.

The Trojan horse inside the 
ancient city of Troy

Assess and Reteach
Assess Progress
Ask students to do the Apply the Skill 
Activity, making sure they are able to 
answer the Apply the Skill questions.

Reteach
If students are having trouble applying the 
skill steps, have them review the skill using 
the Social Studies Skills Tutor CD-ROM.

Drawing Conclusions, Social Studies 
Skills Tutor CD-ROM

Extend
Have each student find an article in a news-
paper or magazine about current events and 
use the skill steps to draw conclusions from 
facts in the article.

L2

L1

L3

Answers
Apply the Skill
Students’ conclusions should be based on 
their prior knowledge of democracy, such as 
the fact that citizens elect people to govern. 
Students should demonstrate that they have 
used both prior knowledge and clues from 
their reading to draw other conclusions 
about democracy in America.

For Special Needs Students
Pair special needs students with more 
proficient students. Have the pairs work 
together to complete Level 1 of the Draw-
ing Conclusions lesson on the Social Studies 

L1 Skills tutor CD-ROM. When special needs 
students feel more confident, they can 
move on to Level 2 by themselves.

Drawing Conclusions, Social Studies 
Skills Tutor CD-ROM
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